
COLONIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA  19462 

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES, AUGUST 17, 2017 

 

President Moore convened the general session of the Colonial Board of School Directors at 7:01 p.m. 

in the District Office General Meeting Room on August 17, 2017. 
 

Board Members Present:  Bernie Brady, Mel Brodsky, Leslie Finegold, Gary Johnson, Susan 

Moore, Kathleen Oxberry, Felix Raimondo and Beth Suchsland. 
 

Board Members Absent:  Cathy Peduzzi. 
 

Also Attending: Dr. Michael L. Christian, Superintendent of Schools; Jeffrey T. Sultanik, Solicitor; 

Karen Berk, Director of Pupil Services and Special Education; Andrew Boegly, Director of 

Technology; Trevor Jackson, Business Administrator/Board Treasurer; Dr. Elizabeth McKeaney, 

Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment; Dr. Leticia Rodríguez, Director of Human 

Resources; Terry Yemm, Director of Operations; David M. Sherman, Community Relations 

Coordinator/Board Secretary; Tom Peeler, Audio Visual Technician; Eunice Franklin-Becker; 

Jennifer D’Amato Dow; Terry Golebiewski; Nina Smith; Chrissie Sullivan; Greg Stokes; Mary 

Thiess; Beth L. Miller; Wendy Davis and Rosemary Northcutt. 
 

Mrs. Moore led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Mrs. Moore welcomed Dr. Christian to the Colonial School District and his first Board meeting as 

Superintendent of Schools. She also welcomed Mr. Johnson, who was appointed to fill the seat on 

the Board vacated by Alan Tabachnick’s resignation. 
 

Executive Session Announcements: Mrs. Moore announced that the Board met in executive 

session on June 22 for 30 minutes, June 28 for 30 minutes, July 27 for 30 minutes and prior to this 

meeting for about one-hour. Topics discussed were the open seat on the Board and confidential 

legal issues with regards to personnel and staffing needs. 
 

Approval of Minutes: Mrs. Moore asked Board members to act on the minutes of the Facilities 

Management and Transportation (FMT) Committee meeting of June 8; the Curriculum Committee 

meeting of June 12; the general meeting of June 15; The special meetings of June 22 and 28; and the 

FMT Committee meeting of June 22. It was noted that changes were needed to the minutes of the 

FMT Committee meeting of July 27, and the Board will table those minutes. See enclosures #1 

through #6 and #31. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve all of the minutes except for 

the FMT Committee meeting minutes of July 27. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion 

was carried, 8-0. 
 

Financial Reports: Mrs. Moore sought Board action on the financial reports on the list for approval. 

She noted that all of the reports were for both June and July. They included the Budget Transfers, the 

General Fund/Federal Program Bills, the Capital Reserve Fund, the Food Service Bills/Cafeteria 

Report, the Outstanding Investment Report, the Cash Flow Summary, the Comparison of Taxes 

Collected, the Real Estate Tax Escrow Report, the Trust Fund Report, the Reconciliation of Cash 

Accounts, the Budgetary/Deficit Status Report, the Bond Fund Report and the Treasurer’s Reports 

for the months ending June 30 and July 31. See enclosures #7 through #18. 
 

Mrs. Suchsland moved and Mrs. Oxberry seconded a motion to approve the financial reports. On a 

roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

 



Public Comments on the Agenda: None. 
 

Staff Report: Dr. Christian introduced Dr. McKeaney who summarized the District’s summer 

education programs. She noted that there were seven programs, including an elementary literature 

program for students in grades K-6, the Girls in Technology Academy, a sing fest for students in 

grades 1-6, a string fest for students in grades 5-8, a summer music instruction program for students 

in grades 4-12 and the summer camp at Plymouth Elementary (PE) School that focused on reading 

and math education. Dr. Christian then introduced Mr. Yemm who provided a power point 

presentation on the summer renovations at PE, Ridge Park Elementary School, Whitemarsh 

Elementary School and Plymouth Whitemarsh High School. Mr. Yemm praised Director of Facilities 

Joe Lally for his efforts to keep all of the renovation projects on schedule. 
 

Correspondence: Mr. Johnson noted that the Board is asked to accept a grant in the amount of $3,500 

from Chester County Regional Education Services. He stated that the funds will be used to provide 

staff training in the area of suicide prevention. See enclosure #19. 
 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mrs. Oxberry seconded a motion to accept the grant. On a roll call vote, all 

voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Christian summarized his report that included the Personnel Report 

and Substitute List, the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List and a list of Adult Evening School instructors for 

the fall session. See enclosures #20 through #22. He noted that the Personnel Report and Substitute 

List included the hiring of Mr. Ralph Bretz as the new high school athletic director. He reported that 

Mr. Bretz is being held by his current employer and will begin in mid September. Dr. Christian also 

thanked Mr. Charles Forster for his service to the high school as its long-time athletic director. He 

added that Assistant Principal Mike Azcona would fill in until Mr. Bretz joins the District. 
 

Mrs. Suchsland moved and Mr. Johnson seconded a motion to approve the Superintendent’s Report. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

New Business: Mr. Raimondo asked Board members to consider two transportation contracts. The 

first is with St. Joseph’s Preparatory School at a rate of $8.68 per student per day. See enclosure #23. 

The second is with a parent to transport a student at a rate of $0.535 per mile or the established IRS 

rate for each day the parent transports the student. See enclosure #32.  
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mrs. Oxberry seconded a motion to approve the transportation contracts. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mrs. Finegold asked the Board to act on two special education contracts. The first is with Camphill 

Special School for tuition of $41,500.80 and one-on-one services for $36,900. See Enclosure #24. 

The second is with the Pathway School with tuition set at $49,500. See enclosure #25.  
 

Mrs. Finegold moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to approve the special education contracts. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Brodsky made a motion, seconded by Mr. Raimondo, to approve the contract with Chester 

County Intermediate Unit to conduct the recent superintendent search. See enclosure #26. On a roll 

call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Raimondo sought Board approval of recommended vendors from a collections bidding process 

for groceries, milk/juices and ice cream. See enclosure #27. 
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mr. Brodsky seconded a motion to approve the recommended vendors. On 

a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 



Mrs. Finegold asked Board members to consider three special education placement agreements in 

lieu of a Free Appropriate Public Education. She noted that the agreements were discussed in 

executive session because of student confidentiality. 
 

Mrs. Finegold moved and Mrs. Suchsland seconded a motion to approve the placement agreements. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0.  
 

Mrs. Oxberry stated that Board action is requested to proposed revisions to Board Policy #233 

Suspension and Expulsion. See. Enclosure #28. She noted that the policy is presented on a second-

read basis. 
 

Mrs. Oxberry moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to approve the policy on a second-read basis. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Brodsky asked Board members to act on the Cabinet Level Administrator’s Compensation Plan. 

He noted that the plan is effective July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2022. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Suchsland seconded a motion to approve the compensation plan. On a 

roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Brodsky noted that he missed an item on the agenda. He sought Board approval of a grievance 

settlement agreement with respect to Grievance #16 between the District and the Colonial Education 

Support Professionals.  
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Suchsland seconded a motion to grant the grievance settlement 

agreement. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Brodsky noted that Board action is requested on the compensation plan for the Colonial 

Administrators and Supervisors Education Association (CASEA). He noted that the plan is effective 

July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2022. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve the CASEA Compensation 

Plan. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mrs. Suchsland sought Board approval of PlanCon H documents for General Obligation Bond Series 

A of 2017 for Ridge Park Elementary School and Plymouth Elementary School. See enclosure #29.  

At Mrs. Suchsland’s request, Mr. Jackson noted that Board members have seen these documents 

before but he explained that PlanCon H documents need to be submitted to the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education (PDE) for each bond issue. He also stated that the District has begun to 

see some state reimbursement for the renovation projects. He reported that the District has received 

a first payment of $101,599 for the high school renovation.  
 

Mrs. Suchsland moved and Mr. Johnson seconded a motion to approve the PlanCon H documents.  

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Johnson asked Board members to consider an advertising agreement with Firstrust Bank with 

regards to the new baseball field. See enclosure #33. Mrs. Moore noted this is another step in what 

the District hopes is a long term partnership with Firstrust. She acknowledged Director of 

Development and Curriculum Supervisor for Career Readiness Denise Marks for her work on the 

agreement.  
 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to approve the advertising agreement. On a 

roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

  



Solicitor’s Report: Mr. Sultanik noted that the Board will consider an item that is not on the agenda. 

As such, he noted that public comment on the item would be allowed prior to the vote. He stated that 

the item had to do with the District’s on again, off again relationship with Chestnut Hill College and 

its use of District athletic facilities. Mr. Sultanik stated that the Board is acting on a new license 

agreement for the college to use Victory Fields #1. He noted that the 2017 License Agreement with 

Chestnut Hill College for use of Victory Fields #1 will run through 2027 subject to solicitor and 

administration approval of the final wording. 
 

Mr. Johnson moved and Mrs. Oxberry seconded a motion to approval the licensing agreement subject 

to solicitor and administration approval of the final wording. There was considerable discussion 

among the Board regarding the initial plans for the agreement that included Victory Fields #2 and the 

baseball field. Mr. Sultanik noted that there was a disagreement between the parties regarding the 

reimbursement of costs for initial planning for the project. The Victory Fields #2 portion of the plan 

was removed because of escalating costs from county water management regulations. It was noted 

that Chestnut Hill College would reimburse the District for the cost of resurfacing Victory Fields #1 

over time. There was no public comment on the item. One a roll call vote all voted in favor. The 

motion was approved, 8-0. 
 

Committee Reports:  Intermediate Unit (MCIU): Mrs. Finegold stated that the IU Board met on June 

28 in Norristown. She highlighted a number of contracts and programs the District participates in, 

including professional development and the virtual high school. She reported that the next meeting is 

August 23.  
 

CMTHS: Mr. Brodsky reported that a former Cental Montco Technical High School (CMTHS) 

teacher was hired as assistant director. He will become director following this school year. 
 

Human Resources: No report.  
 

Finance: No report. 
 

Curriculum: No report. 
 

Facilities Management and Transportation: Mrs. Suchsland noted that Mr. Yemm provided a 

thorough report earlier. She stated that the front of the high school will remain closed through 

September and the same traffic patterns used at the end of the school year will remain in effect. 
 

Community Relations and Student Life/Safety and Wellness: Mrs. Marks reported on the Colonial 

School District Education Foundation’s first Foundation Day scheduled for October 7. 
 

Legislative: No report. 
 

Municipal/Community Liaisons: No Report. 
 

Public Comment: Mr. Greg Stokes of the Colonial Community Aquatic program welcomed Dr. 

Christian to the District and stated that he looked forward to working with him. 
 

The administration acknowledged receipt of PDE approval of PlanCon Parts H and I for the high 

school renovation. The approval documents can be found in Attachment A. 
 

There being no other comment or business before the Board, Mrs. Moore adjourned the meeting at 

7:46 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
David M. Sherman 

Board Secretary 
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