
Community Relations and Student Life Committee 
of the Colonial Board of School Directors, September 16, 2013 

 
 The Community Relations and Student Life (CRSL) Committee of the Colonial 
Board of School Directors met on Monday, September 16, 2013 in the Superintendent’s 
Conference Room. 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m. Present were committee chair Beth 
Suchsland; committee members Christina Frangiosa and Heather Palmer; Board 
President Alan Tabachnick; Board Vice President Susan Moore; Board members Mel 
Brodsky and Kathleen Oxberry; Superintendent Dr. MaryEllen Gorodetzer; Director of 
Pupil Services and Special Education Karen Berk; Plymouth Whitemarsh High School 
(PWHS) Activities Director Charles Forster; Assistant Public Relations Director Kim 
Newell; Community Relations Coordinator/School Board Secretary David M. Sherman; 
Board Student Representatives Devica Bhutani, Brett Paul, Michael Krone and Lily Hart 
and Linda Doll. 

There was no public comment on the agenda. 
The committee was informed of a field trip by fourth and fifth graders at Colonial 

Elementary School. 
Committee members were asked to consider three dates, Wednesday, November 20, 

Thursday, December 5 and Wednesday December 11 for a 2:30 p.m. town meeting with 
PWHS students in the school’s Library Multipurpose Room. Mr. Sherman was asked to 
email Board members with the dates and details. 

Mrs. Suchsland expressed concern about the manner in which high school coaches 
communicate with their team members. She noted that one coach preferred to use 
Twitter and stated that some parents do not allow their children to have twitter accounts. 
After considerable discussion it was recommend that Mr. Forster inform coaches that 
Twitter was not to be used and that texting and email were preferred modes of 
communication.  

Committee members decided to defer scheduling their annual meetings with building 
staff until after the November election. 

The committee heard an update on advertising banners on Colonial Field. Additional 
banners are being solicited from District vendors. Some concern was raised regarding 
possible advertising banners in the Colonial Elementary School gymnasium. It was 
decided to revisit that issue at a later time. 

Ms. Newell provided an update on the District website and stated that 90 percent of 
the static content was completed. Work remains on the “portal” sites. Ms. Newell 
reported that staff members in each building have been trained to update the site. 
Responding to a question from Mr. Brodsky regarding athletics, Ms. Newell explained 
that schedules and directions are posted but that the vendor needs to do some additional 
work before event scores can be posted. It was noted that the working relationship with 
the vendor has improved and District staff is optimistic moving forward. 

Committee members were provided an update on the three community outreach 
committees, Fundraising, Advocacy and Partnership. It was noted that Mr. Tabachnick 
and Mr. Sherman had a positive meeting with Colonial School District Education 
Foundation Chair Sue Castle regarding the direction and make-up of the Foundation 
Board. Information was distributed regarding the proposed House Bill 76 which would 
eliminate school property taxes. It was noted that information will be forwarded to 
Advocacy Committee members. The committee was informed that approximately four 
dozen individuals and businesses had responded to the District’s partnership survey. An 



ad-hoc committee of the Partnership Committee will meet on September 18 to discuss 
how to proceed with those businesses. 

The committee was informed that the District will staff a table at the Conshohocken 
Funfest on Saturday, September 21 at Sutcliffe Park, that the first parents Council 
Meeting of the new school year is on Tuesday, September 24 and that the next 
committee meeting will be on Monday, October 7. 

There being no further business or public comment, Mrs. Suchsland adjourned the 
meeting at 6:20 p.m. 
          
Respectfully submitted, 

 
David M. Sherman 
Community Relations Coordinator 
School Board Secretary 


