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(continued)

About the Mathematics in This Unit (page 1 of 2)

Dear Family,

Our class is starting the year with a mathematics unit called Who 
Is in School Today? from the Investigations in Number, Data, and 
Space® curriculum. This unit serves as an introduction to some of the 
mathematical routines students will do all year.

These routines include:

Counting to take attendance;

Using the calendar to count days and to keep track of time 
and events;

Counting and recording the number of objects in a jar;

Creating a set with the same number;

Counting and analyzing data about our class, such as how 
many students do (and do not) have a younger sibling. 

In addition, students are introduced to the manipulatives they will 
use in mathematics this year and to routines for using and taking 
care of such materials.

In this unit, students also use these materials to begin to work on 
sorting and counting. For example, they carefully examine a button and 
then look for attributes that some buttons have in common.
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Throughout this unit, students will be working toward 
these goals:

Becoming familiar with the expectations for learning;

Exploring some of the materials they will be using to model 
mathematical situations and solve mathematical problems;

Talking about mathematical problems and solutions;

Working with peers as they share ideas and materials;

Relying on their own thinking and learning from the 
thinking of others.

In our math class, students engage in math problems and 
activities and discuss the underlying concepts. They are asked to 
share their reasoning and solutions. It is important that children 
solve math problems accurately in ways that make sense to them. 
At home, encourage your child to explain his or her math thinking 
to you.

In the coming weeks, you’ll receive more information about 
this unit as well as activities to do at home. 
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