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Grade 2 
Phonics/Decoding/Structural Analysis 

Use knowledge of structural features of spoken and written 

language and use word analysis and context clues to decode and 

understand words. This includes high frequency sight words, 
spelling patterns, letter/sound correspondence and word structures 

(root words, prefixes, suffixes and syllables) to decode unknown 

words including multi-syllable words. 

Fluency 

Read familiar text with appropriate rate, expression, and attention 

to punctuation. 

Self-Monitoring Comprehension 

Use metacognitive strategies to monitor thinking while reading.  

Reread to clarify meaning; monitor reading to make sure text 
makes sense and revise predictions while reading. 

Vocabulary 

Acquire a vocabulary consisting of sight words, high frequency 

words and new vocabulary learned in the context of subject areas. 

Determine meaning of unknown words using context clues and use 

a dictionary when appropriate.  Discuss and demonstrate 
understanding of the meaning of unknown words as they are 

encountered in books. Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

Comprehension 

Narrative 

Read and analyze key ideas and details of stories, and evaluate 

the author’s craft, structure and message to make meaning.  
These include: retelling a story in sequential order, identifying 

literary elements in stories such as characters, setting, problem, 

solution, and explaining how these affect the story.  Cite 
evidence to prove thinking. 

Informational 

Read and analyze key ideas and details of information, and 

evaluate the author’s craft, structure, and message to make 

meaning.  These include: identifying main idea and author’s 

argument, using text features and text structures to better 
understand the text, and comparing and contrasting text.  Cite 

evidence to prove thinking. 

Research 

Use a variety of tools to gather information and research a topic or 

answer a question.  Use the writing process to organize and 

develop a finished product. 

Word Study/Spelling 

A core set of words is used to help students learn strategies for 

how words work in addition to developing fluency in reading and 
writing. 

Writing 

Written expression of thinking and ideas occurs through narrative 
writing, informational writing, and opinion writing.  Readers 

become writers who use elements of author’s craft from pre-

writing to a published piece.  Routinely provide opportunities to 
write both long and short pieces. Students will continue to develop 

an awareness of the qualities of writing (focus, content, 
organization, style, and conventions) by using authors as mentors 

and applying these domains to their writing. 

 

 

 

Grade 3 
Phonics/Decoding/Structural Analysis 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 

decoding words.  

 Identify and know the meaning of the most common 

prefixes and derivational suffixes 

 Decode words with common Latin suffixes 

 Decode multisyllabic words 

 Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words 

Fluency/ Self Monitoring Comprehension 

Read with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Read on level text with purpose and understanding 

 Read on level text orally with accuracy, appropriate 
rate, and expression on successive readings 

 Use context to confirm or self correct word recognition 
and understanding, rereading as necessary 

Vocabulary 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
grade level text, distinguishing literal from nonliteral meaning as 

well as shades of meaning among related words 

Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, 
general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, 

including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships 

Comprehension 

Read text using a variety of strategies to gain meaning such as: 

activating schema, inferring, questioning, determining importance, 
visualizing, and synthesizing. 

Narrative 

Read and respond to works of literature; determine the central 
message and point of view, retell a story in sequential order by 

indentifying literary elements and explaining how they affect 

the plot. 
Informational 

Read, understand and respond to informational text; determine 

main idea/details, determine point of view, analyze text, 
understand text structure and text features. 

Research 

Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies for a 
particular task. Organize and present main ideas from research to 

develop a finished product.   

Word Study/Spelling 

A core set of words is used to help students learn strategies for 

how words work in addition to developing fluency in reading and 

writing. 

Writing 

Students take responsibility for choosing a topic (unless otherwise 

directed) and developing text around it. They write using various 
modes (narrative, informational and opinion). They are given more 

than a single day to create a piece of writing. Students take their 

selected pieces through the processes of prewriting, drafting, 
revising, editing and publishing. Students will continue to develop 

an awareness of the qualities of writing (overall, lead, transitions, 

ending, organization, content, style, conventions) 
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Goals for all students reflect the importance of a “thinking” 

literacy curriculum that actively engages the minds of students 

in problem-solving situations, thus preparing them for the 

challenges of tomorrow.  The curriculum is designed as a 

continuum from kindergarten to grade three. It is based on 

child development theory and reflects a range of skills that are 

needed for all learners to successfully move through the steps 

to eventually achieve the Pennsylvania Core Standards for the 

benchmark year (grade 3).  Colonial School District’s 

curriculum is built on the principles of a comprehensive, 

balanced approach to literacy which includes: modeled, 

shared, interactive, guided and independent approaches to 

reading and writing. It provides opportunities for teachers to 

guide, encourage and challenge students as they progress 

towards becoming successful learners.  Towards this end, the 

Language Arts curriculum articulates the following goals for 

all students: 

 

 Help readers understand how letters are linked to 
sounds to form letter-sound correspondences (Phonics) 

and to help them learn how to apply this knowledge and 

the use of spelling patterns in their reading and writing. 
 

 Foster language and literacy growth in all students as 
readers, writers, listeners and speakers. 

 

 Assist students in acquiring strategies (e.g., select 
relevant facts, see relationships within and across 

related areas, organize knowledge to meet specific 

goals, etc.) that will enable them to meet the demands 
of our present technological society. 

 

 Develop students’ comprehension, reasoning, judgment 

and decision-making by using a variety of strategies. 

 

 Support students in acquiring the ability to see and 

understand relationships between reading, writing, and 
how words work. 

 

 Deepen students’ appreciation of text through 
consistent access to a variety of genres. 

 

 Assist students in acquiring fluency so they may read 

with adequate speed, accuracy and proper expression in 

order to enhance comprehension. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Kindergarten 
Phonemic Awareness  

Recognize and produce rhyming words.  Identify, match and 

isolate initial and final sounds in spoken words. Identify syllables 

in spoken words.  Add and blend phonemes to change or make 
words (cat – hat). Recognize that words represent a sequence of 

speech sounds.  

 

Phonics/Decoding/Structural Analysis 

Recognize and name all letters. Produce sounds of all letters.  

Use knowledge of speech and print to read beginning sight words 
as well as words with simple spelling patterns (-at, -in, -op). 

 

Concepts of Print 

Demonstrate an understanding of print (follow words left to right, 

top to bottom and page by page; recognize that words are separated 

by spaces in print).  

 

Vocabulary 

Acquire a basic vocabulary by identifying common words and 
attempt to use new vocabulary in speaking and writing. 

 

Comprehension 

Demonstrate an understanding of fiction and nonfiction by asking 

and answering questions about key details in text. Retell familiar 

stories including characters, setting and the major events.  
Compare and contrast two texts on the same topic. 

 

Research 

Participate in individual or shared research projects that reflect 21st 

century learning. 

 

Word Study/Spelling 

A core set of words is used to help students learn strategies for 

how words work in addition to developing fluency in reading and 
writing. 

 

Writing 

Use the writing process to draw and/or write narrative, 

informational and opinion pieces.  Demonstrate grade level 

conventions and grammar (produces simple sentences, capitalizes 
1st word in sentence, proper nouns, and pronoun I; recognizes and 

uses end punctuation and spell simple words phonetically). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 1 
Phonics/Decoding/Structural Analysis 

Decode words with common spelling patterns (sit, pet, nine) and 

distinguish between long and short vowel sounds. Read grade level 

words with inflectional endings (-s, -ing, -ed).  Read grade level 
irregularly spelled words (ar, ee, oy). Read words with consonant 

digraphs (sh, th, ch).  Use a variety of decoding strategies with 

unknown words. 
 

Fluency 

Read familiar text accurately with appropriate rate, expression, and 
attention to punctuation. Recognize own mistakes and attempt 

corrections.  Reread as necessary. 

 

Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple 

meaning words and phrases based on grade level reading and 
content.   Attempt to use new vocabulary in speaking and writing. 

 

Comprehension 

Demonstrate understanding of fiction and nonfiction by asking and 

answering questions about key details in text. Retell stories 

including characters, setting and the major events.  Demonstrate 
understanding of the main idea.  Compare and contrast two texts.   

 

Research 

Participate in individual or shared research projects that reflect 21st 

century learning.  Gather information from provided sources to 
answer questions. 

 

Word Study/Spelling 

A core set of words is used to help students learn strategies for 

how words work in addition to developing fluency in reading and 

writing. 

 

Writing 

Use the writing process to draw and/or write narrative, 
informational and opinion pieces.  Use correct structure that 

matches the type of writing.  Demonstrate grade level conventions 

and grammar (uses correct capitalization and end punctuation; use 
commas in dates and words in series; spell words with common 

spelling patterns; use appropriate verb tense). 

 
 


