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Promoting a Culture of Collaboration, Innovation and Inspiration

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians,

Plymouth Whitemarsh High School is committed to providing a comprehensive program of studies
which prepares all students for college and career opportunities. This 2024-2025 program of
studies identifies graduation requirements for the five-block schedule, expectations for honors,
advanced placement, dual enrollment, technical and electives courses. Additionally, within this
document you will find current policies and other information that may influence course selection
such as prerequisites as you and your child work to identify career pathways. We have asked each
student to read this guide carefully with their families.

While we encourage students to identify courses of interest prior to meeting with their counselors,
we recommend each student set realistic expectations based on factors such as their scholastic
record and academic achievement in current courses, teacher and counselor recommendations,
work ethic, and academic and extracurricular workload for the upcoming year. The administration,
counselors and professional staff are committed to providing each student guidance and support
throughout the course selection process. Should you have any questions or need additional
support, do not hesitate to contact us!

| hope you find this planning guide to be a useful resource, and | thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
Dr. Jason Bacani, Principal Mr. Jeff Blizzard, Counselor A-C
Mr. Maico Azcona, Assistant Principal Mrs. Lisa Genovese, Counselor D-He
Mr. Ralph Bretz, Assistant Principal (Athletics) Mr. Chris Jackson, Counselor Hi-Mc
Mrs. Heather King, Assistant Principal Mrs. Peggy Benn, Counselor Me-R
Mr. Stephen Price, Assistant Principal Mr. M.J. Grourke, Counselor S-Z
Mr. Dan Balek, Dean of Students Mrs. Beth Lynch, College Counselor

Mrs. Tracy Borkowski, Community Counselor
Mrs. Yakeita Sawyer, Community Counselor

[PHONE] 610.825.1500 - [FAX] 610.832.0766 - [WEB] http://www.colonialsd.org/plymouth-whitemarsh-high-school
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ONLINE! PW’S DIGITAL PRESENCE

Students at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School are utilizing a number of online portals and
accounts that enable them to access grades, register for courses, college and career information,
and more. Students have access to these links via the Colonial School District website.

TRANSLATE OUR SCHOOLS QUICK LINKS Q

Colonial
SCHOOL DISTRICT PARENTS/GUARDIANS STAFF ;. ALUMNI

ABOUT ACADEMICS COMMUNITY DEPARTMENTS FOUNDATION SCHOOL BOARD

Each student receives a CSD STUDENT account with a unique USER ID, PASSWORD and GMAIL
ACCOUNT. This login provides access to accounts listed below. Students and families are
directed to contact csdsupport@colonialsd.org or the PWHS main office for technical support.

CSD PORTALS DESCRIPTION ACCOUNT ACCESS

CANVAS Learning Management System; Teacher | https://colonialsd.instructure.com
Course Pages, Syllabi & Assignments

COLONIAL SD District website https://colonialsd.org

DESTINY Research, Online Databases https://colonial.follettdestiny.com/

GOOGLE SUITE Student Work, Student Email, https://drive.google.com
Submitting Assignments https://mail.google.com

NAVIANCE College & Career Exploration, College https://student.naviance.com/pwhs

Applications and Recommendations,
Career Field Trips, 4 Year Plan, Career
Exploration Portal (339)

POWERSCHOOL Grades, Course Selection https://powerschool.colonialsd.org/public

Students must create personal accounts with a personal EMAIL ADDRESS, ID and PASSWORD to
access the following accounts below.

PORTAL DESCRIPTION ACCOUNT ACCESS
COLLEGEBOARD Advanced Placement, SAT/PSAT https://www.collegeboard.org/
MYSCHOOLBUCKS Lunch Account https://myschoolbucks.com

X (formerly Twitter) PW Events/News @PWHS_CSD




ADMINISTRATION & COUNSELING
Dr. Michael Christian, Superintendent of Schools
Rosemarie Gregitis, Director of Curriculum

Dr. Jason Bacani, Principal

Maico Azcona, Assistant Principal

RJ Bretz, Activities and Athletics Director

Heather King, Assistant Principal
Stephen Price, Assistant Principal

The Colonial School District serves the diverse communities of Conshohocken,
Plymouth and Whitemarsh Townships with approximately 5400 students and 700
employees. Plymouth Whitemarsh High School is the sole high school for the district;
a four-year, suburban, public high school located just outside of Philadelphia with a
reputation for academic excellence and rigorous course offerings focused on college
and career readiness for all students.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Class of 2024........ccooveieeeieieie, 346 Enrollment........ccccc.e..... 1601
Total PWHS Faculty......cocovvvrncennee. 157 % White.........ccco..... 69
% Teachers w/ Masters............ 95 % Black... .13
Student-Teacher Ratio........ccccccvveae.. 1341 % Asian/Pacific....... 6
Schedule................ Block-64 Min Periods % Hispanic.............. 7
Length of Semester................. 91 days % Multi-Racial........ 5

RIGOR, RECOGNITION and EXCELLENCE

Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (PWHS) is considered to be among the top high
schools in Pennsylvania; The Washington Post and US News & World Report ranks
PWHS in top four percent of high schools in PA and top 10 percent in the nation.

PWHS has been recognized as a Top STEM high school by Newsweek. PWHS'
STEAM culture challenges students to take rigorous course offerings aligned to
their career pathway which build upon a foundation of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art and Math while developing creativity and critical thinking.

PWHS' Anti-Defamation League (ADL) in alignment with the No Place for Hate
campaign, challenging students to be effective leaders who focus on social justice
issues, specific to the community and school. The process begins annually with anti-
bias training for peer leaders, facilitated by ADL training specialists, before student
leader outreach and activity block seminars to the student body begin.

PWHS is a certified school for the Advancement Via Individual Determination
(AVID) program which is a rigorous college preparatory program designed for
students in the "academic middle”. AVID students are accelerated into Honors and
AP courses while receiving support through an intensive supportive curriculum
focused on organization, soft skills and leadership. Students gain admission to the
program through a rigorous recommendation and screening process.

PWHS students consistently earn first place accomplishments in state and national
competitions such as TSA and DECA, and is a TEDxYouth event site.

PWHS recently excelling in the ARTS includes; Colonial Players 34 Independence
Award nominations and 14 wins in theater, “Best Community for Music” by the
National Association of Music Merchants Foundation and students being
recognized for achievement in art and design in local and state competitions with
over 160 National Art Honor Society inductees since 2007.

CLASS RANK

Class rank is based on weighted GPA and includes all students in the class; includes
all PW courses, approved dual enrollment courses, and transfer credits accumulated
at qualifying high schools. Decile rank is recorded on a student’s transcript. Higher
Ed institutions requiring specific class rank for admission or scholarship
consideration should forward the request to PW College Counseling. 2

Jeff Blizzard, Counselor A-C

Lisa Genovese, Counselor D-He

Chris Jackson, Counselor Hi-Mc

Peggy Benn, Counselor Me-R

MJ Grourke, Counselor S-Z

Beth Lynch, College Counselor

Tracy Borkowski, Community Counselor A-K
Yakeita Sawyer, Community Counselor L-Z
Meghan Garrett, School Psychologist

CEEB/ACT CODE:
394040

201 E. Germantown Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
(PH) 610.825.1500

pw.colonialsd.org

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

PWHS offers 36 Advanced Placement (AP) / Pre-AP Courses, has earned
the College Board's Female Diversity Award in AP Computer Science,
and is one of 15 high schools piloting a Pre-AP Engineering curriculum

accredited by E4USA.
Pre-AP Theatre

African American Studies English Literature

Art 2D Design Environmental Science Pre-AP Visual Arts
Art 3D Design European History Psychology
Art History French Language Physics C: Mechanics
Biology Human Geography Research
Calculus AB Latin Seminar
Calculus BC Macroeconomics Spanish Language
Chemistry Microeconomics Spanish Literature
Computer Science A Music Theory Statistics
Comp Sci. Principles Pre-AP Calculus BC US Government
Drawing Pre-AP Engineering US History
English Language Pre-AP Music Theory World History

All PWHS students who enroll in Advanced Placement courses must take
the designated College Board Examinations. In May 2023, 333 students
participated in 518 AP Examinations. Ninety percent of students earned
a score of 3 or better.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE CAREER PROGRAMME

The IB Career-related Programme (IBCP) at PWHS offers academic study
and practical hands-on experience through an integrated curriculum,
consisting of core IB study, in one of the three career-related pathways;
Business & Finance, Design Technology or Visual Arts. The IBCP prepares
students for transition to higher education in a specific career pathway.
IBCP courses are designated as “IB” on the student transcript. Courses
include Math Analysis and Approaches SL, Personal and Professional
Skills, and Social and Cultural Anthropology SL. Career-related capstone
courses are listed “CP" on the student transcript and also hold IB weight.

HONORS COURSES

CMTHS: Allied Health, Teacher Academy English: AVID Tutorial, English
1-2-3-4-5, Writing Fellows, Philosophy & Ethics, Law & Literature,
Theories  of  Leadership  Entrepreneurship-Design-Innovation:
Accounting 2, Architecture 2, Art History, Art Studio 2, Applied Ceramics
2, Art Major, CADD 2, Career & Financial Management, Computer
Science 2, Engineering 1-2, Jewelry & Fine Metals 2, Mass Media 2-3,
Photo 2, Photo Major, Product Design 2, Robotics 2. Math: Integrated 2-
3-4-5, Calculus, PreCalculus, Computational Math Music: Band, Chorus,
Orchestra, Digitbeats Science: Biology, Chemistry, Environmental,
Microbiology, Physics. Social Studies: Economics, Human Geography, US
Government, US History, Western Civilization, World History. World
Language: French 3-4-5, Latin 3-4-5, Spanish 3-4-5-6. *Dual Enrollment
courses are designated as "DE” and are Honors weight.




MINIMUM GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

All Plymouth Whitemarsh High School students are required to schedule a full
course load of 10 credits each year. With the exception of AP classes, most courses
follow a semester schedule and are granted 1 credit. Students must also document
10 pieces of evidence toward career exploration and preparation (artifacts, work-
based learning, field trips, etc.) between grades 9-12.

GRADE DISTRIBUTION
Class of 2024
50 ENGLISH Weighted Decile Ranges
50 MATHEMATICS Top 10% | 5.083-4.689
4.0 SCIENCE 20% | 4.688-4.433
4.0 SOCIAL STUDIES 30% | 4.40-4.149
2.0 HEALTH & PHYS ED 40% | 4.137-3.91

50% | 3.889-3.633
60% | 3.627-3.377
70% | 3.366-2.889

3.0 ARTS & HUMANITIES
17.0 ELECTIVES

40.0 80% | 2.877-2.534
90% | 2.526-2.047
CONTINUING EDUCATION 100% | 2.02-0

More than 92.1 percent of Plymouth Whitemarsh High School's Class of 2023 are
continuing in a program of higher education. 74.4 percent enrolled in four-year
schools while 17.6 percent enrolled in two-year schools. The remaining 7.8 percent
of students enrolled in the military, are employed full-time or are considering
options through a gap year.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS & CURRICULUM

AVID Tutorial - AVID Tutorial is designed for motivated 11" and 12" grade students
interested in working with AVID students to achieve their full potential by facilitating
collaborative tutorial groups. Tutors are thoroughly grounded in AVID strategies
(WICOR: writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization and reading) and become a
master of each stage of the AVID tutorial and inquiry learning process
implementing Socratic questioning and collaborative learning techniques through
the tutoring process.

Bonus Block (Embedded Activities Period) — In addition to the five academic periods
per semester, students are required to participate in an activities period throughout
the year that is included within the instructional day. Scheduled by the students
themselves on a bi-weekly basis, Bonus Block affords students the ability to seek
academic support and/or enrichment while also providing them the opportunity to
participate in over 100 clubs and activities exploring (but not limited to) diversity,
leadership, philanthropy, interest, and academic competition.

Dual Enrollment — Students can earn college credit for dual enrollment courses
taken on-campus and at the college/university. On-campus offerings are Honors
level classes unless already designated AP by the College Board and include;
Accounting 2, AVID 12, Computer Science 1, Computer Science 2, AP Computer
Science A, AP Computer Science Principles, Computational Math, CP
Entrepreneurship, H Career & Financial Mgmt., AP Physics C - Mechanics, AP
Psychology, Theories of Leadership, and Pre-AP Engineering.

Integrated Math - PWHS offers an Integrated Math Curriculum where courses
encompass vital content in algebra, statistics, geometry, trigonometry and discrete
mathematics and are presented consecutively with increasing levels of difficulty. At
the completion of their coursework, students will have knowledge equivalent to
that of a traditional pre-calculus course.

Writing Fellows - The Writing Fellows Program is designed for highly motivated,
independent 12" grade students interested in writing and communication. A
Writing Fellow recognizes the importance of voice, expression, and style associated
with writing and other forms of communication in all disciplines. This student
leadership opportunity prepares candidates to serve as collaborative peer tutors in
the PW Writing Center while autonomously developing their own skills in research,
composition, speaking, and listening. 3

GRADING SYSTEM — CALCULATION OF GPA

Letter Grade (%) | Academic | Honors AP IB
A 90-100 4.0 5.0 5.5 5.5
B+ 87-89 3.33 433 4.83 4.83
B 83-86 3.0 4.0 4.5 4.5
B- 80-82 2.67 3.67 417 417
C+ 77-79 2.33 3.33 3.83 3.83
C 73-76 2.0 3.0 35 35
C- 70-72 1.67 2.67 3.17 3.17
D+ 67-69 1.33 1.33 1.33 1.33
D 63-66 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
D- 60-62 .67 .67 67 .67
F 0-59 0 0 0 0
AWeighted AWeighted AWeighted
NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Class of Commended Finalists
2023 10 0
2022 3 4
2021 4 2
2020 10 2
2019 2 2
*National Hispanic Recognition Program Scholars = 3
SAT/ACT MEAN SCORES
SAT ACT
EBRW MATH COMPOSITE
Class of 2023 595 605 26.8
Class of 2022 585 590 25.6
Class of 2021 580 580 26.0

PROGRAMS OF ACADEMIC RECOGNITION

Focused on academic excellence, Plymouth Whitemarsh High School
offers programs and chapters of recognition for high achievement
including National Honor Society (NHS), National Business Honor
Society (NBHS), National Art Honor Society (NAHS), Global Scholars
Program (GSP), AP Capstone Diploma, and IB Career Programme
Designation.

ACTIVITIES & ATHLETICS

Student involvement is key to the success of a Plymouth Whitemarsh
High School student's well-rounded development. Approximately
ninety percent of students participate in one or more extracurricular
activity. PWHS offers over one hundred clubs for students, many of
which are initiated and proposed by the students themselves.
Students have access to activities in the following areas;

Academic and Scholastic

Art and Music

Cultural Awareness and Service
Interest — Student Initiated

Physical Endeavors

Student Government and Leadership
Student Publication

PWHS' competitive athletic program encourages physical activity as well
as the opportunity to experience leadership roles, cooperation, and team
play. Each year student athletes participate in 26 varsity, 24 junior varsity,
and 5 freshman teams. Plymouth Whitemarsh has earned State
Championships in Girls Basketball, Boys Basketball, Baseball and Golf.




GENERAL INFORMATION

The Program of Studies is designed to provide you with a description of every course that is offered at Plymouth
Whitemarsh High School. We have a strong interest in providing each student with the courses that he or she selects
on a first-choice basis. Circumstances such as insufficient enrollment, staffing or limited facilities do occasionally
require cancelation of courses or sections of courses. If this situation develops, counselors and administrators will
refer to the alternative course selections chosen by your child located in the online course selection portal. When
placement is limited, priority is given in the following order: seniors, juniors, sophomores and freshmen. In the five
block schedule, students are required to schedule 10.0 credits per year.

Although students are recommended and scheduled in levels of courses primarily based on the recommendation of
the professional staff, with due consideration to the student’s individual needs, instrumental factors also taken into
account when scheduling students for courses are; a student’s academic achievement, demonstrated work ethic,
identified need for remediation (Keystone Exams), personal and career interests, career pathway, and parent input.

COURSE LEVELS and PREREQUISITES

LEARNING SUPPORT (L): Learning Support classes are based on teacher recommendation/case manager in
conjunction with the CARE Team for students with an Individualized Education Plan (IEP). These courses are designed
to accommodate various learning needs and learning differences. Highly individualized and differentiated instruction
is characteristic of these classes, helping students to achieve success while providing a curriculum aligned with the
standard curriculum for the subject.

MODIFIED (M): Modified courses reinforce and build upon prerequisite knowledge. These courses are moderately
paced and prepare students to continue their formal education after high school. The classes generally involve
smaller class size and increased individualized instruction, along with varied approaches to instruction.

ACADEMIC: Academic level courses are demanding college preparatory courses that require average to above
average analytical reading skills. Students can expect regular homework which reinforces concepts developed in
class and some material which is challenging at high cognitive levels.

HONORS (H): Honors courses are rigorous courses, which demand a high level of analytical reading ability and often
lead to Advanced Placement studies. Students are required to spend a significant amount of time outside of class
on course work and may have summer assignments.

Typically, an Honors student is one who:

e  Learns well through verbal and abstract methods of instruction e  Accepts and responds to constructive criticism

o Works well both independently and in groups e  Demonstrates perseverance and motivation

e Submits high quality assignments that reflect thought, careand e  Genuine commitment to academics and is
consistent effort on time committed to doing necessary academic study

e  Critical thinkers who follow directions, eager to ask questions e  Demonstrates analysis and the ability to creatively
and listen to others express himself/herself well in writing

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP): Plymouth Whitemarsh High School offers a number of courses that prepare students
to take the Advanced Placement Examination, which CAN result in earning college credit. These courses are also
called AP courses and follow a strict syllabus set by the College Entrance Examination Board. All students who enroll
in AP courses at PWHS MUST take the Advanced Placement exam. Any student who declines to take the AP exam
for any reason (in any given course) will have his/her transcript modified to reflect the removal of the Advanced
Placement designation and have his/her grade point average will be recalculated without the AP weighted factor.

Typically, an Advanced Placement student is one who: {:glollegeBoard AP
e  Meets and exceeds HONORS expectations e  Performs well at a rapid pace
e Ability to perform independent research and study e Understands the course covers college level material.
e Agrees to take the Advanced Placement exam e Achieves at high levels in prerequisite courses

Note: AP courses, unless otherwise noted in the course catalog, are worth 2.0 credits. In content areas of English
and Social Studies, (1.0) credit is applied toward graduation requirements and (1.0) credit is applied to elective
requirements. In a given academic calendar year, when a student takes more than one approved AP courses,
students are required to pay for the first exam; PW pays for any/all subsequent exams (2 or more).



INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE CAREER-RELATED PROGRAMMIE (IBCP): Plymouth Whitemarsh High School is a
candidate school for the International Baccalaureate Career-related Programme (IBCP) which is a challenging two-
year program for students beginning in junior year. The IBCP is a framework of international education that
incorporates the vision and educational principles of the IB into a unique programme specifically developed for PW
students who wish to engage in career-related learning in either Design Technology or Business & Finance. Students
enrolled in the IBCP agree to take the necessary assessments associated with the certificated program. Students
must submit an application for consideration and should visit their counselor for additional details and timeline.
Students declining participation in the necessary examinations and/or removal from the program will have his/her
transcript modified to reflect the removal of the International Baccalaureate designation and have his/her grade
point average recalculated without the IB weighted factor.

3 Career-related
Typically, an International Baccalaureate student is one who: () ) Programme _{
e  Meets and exceeds HONORS expectations e Isreflective and principled
e  Understands IBCP courses are intended to be a gateway e  Demonstrates the ability to perform independent
to a career-related pathway research and study
e Agrees to take the required IB examinations e  Open-minded and caring in the global sense

Note: IB courses are worth 1.0 credits and carry IB weight. CSD will pay for the IB examinations. Career-related
courses in Design Technology and Business & Finance are Honors weight unless otherwise denoted Capstone.
Capstone courses are also IB weighted.

PREREQUISITES: Many courses require students to satisfy prerequisites; applicable to either content or grade
earned. The intention of these prerequisites is to ensure that students are adequately prepared for the academic
expectations of a particular course. Although there may be exceptions for students waiving prerequisite courses, it
should be noted that prerequisites for Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate Career-related
Programme and Work-based learning courses are non-negotiable.

DUAL ENROLLMENT (DE) COURSE OFFERINGS C'e

DUAL ENROLLMENT: It is recommended that students who intend to pursue a two or four-year degree at a
college/university, register for rigorous courses of study including Advanced Placement, IB, and/or Dual Enrollment
courses in preparation for a transition toward further secondary studies. Dual enrollment courses can be taken at
PWHS or through a local participating college/university. Counselor & administration approval is required prior to
registration. Transportation is not provided by CSD/PWHS.

PWHS offers 15 on-campus courses via partnership with local colleges and/or universities (listed below), including
Montgomery County Community College, Gwynedd Mercy University, E4AUSA, the University of Delaware, and the
University of Pittsburgh. See individual course information within this guide for specific details.

DE-Computer Science 1 DE-Film Appreciation DE-H Computational Mathematics
DE-H Computer Science 2 DE-H Accounting 2 DE-AP Physics C: Mechanics
DE-AP Computer Science A DE-Pre-AP Engineering DE-H Career & Financial Management
DE-AP Computer Science Principles DE-AP Psychology DE-H Theories of Leadership
DE-CP Entrepreneurship DE-AVID 12 DE-Digibeats Factory

TEACHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Honors and AP courses require teacher recommendations. In recommending students for honors and AP courses,
teachers consider numerous factors in determining if the course level is in the student’s best interest. In the event
that a teacher recommends against the placement, parents should contact the teacher and counselor to discuss the
situation. If parents choose to override a faculty recommendation, they must submit a completed Parent Override
Form to their child’s counselor. *Note: Prerequisite foundational courses cannot be overridden.



PARENT OVERRIDE PROCESS & CONTRACT

As a parent, you have the right to select your child’s courses of study. However, the teacher who has worked closely
with your son/daughter can often make the best recommendation regarding appropriate course placement. It is
very important that parents carefully consider the implications of placing their son/daughter in a course for which
he/she did not receive a teacher recommendation. Please refer to the descriptors listed on the previous page
regarding Academic, Honors, IBCP, and AP courses. This is extremely important when choosing to override a teacher
recommendation. The Parent Override contract/form can be obtained from the Counseling Office. The
parent/guardian signature indicates that he/she agrees to be responsible for their child’s success in the course for
which he/she was NOT recommended. By signing the form, the parent does understands that:

e Schedule changes will NOT BE PERMITTED once the class/semester begins
e Overrides will be honored only if class size permits additional placement of students in the class
e Override forms submitted after the schedule change window has closed will NOT be honored

COURSE SELECTION AND SCHEDULE CHANGES

Students select courses online each March for the following academic year. Course selection verification is required
by the parent and submitted online in PowerSchool, and is reviewed by the counselor. Students may change their
course selections through the end of the school year, space permitting, by submitting a request to the counselor.

Following receipt of a schedule in August, students may request a schedule change, pending seat availability.
Schedule change requests must be submitted via email to the student’s counselor. Counselors will address verified
requests upon their return in late August.

e Requests for specific teachers or blocks will not be honored
e Once the semester begins, schedule changes can be made during the first (3) days only
e Schedule changes are dependent upon availability and must be approved by the counselor

Should a student fail a required course, every attempt will be made to reschedule the course for the following
semester or school year. In cases where this is not possible, summer credit recovery may be an option.

COURSE SELECTION TIMELINE

January > Overview of the process; meeting with counselors; elective presentations (Grade 8)

> Online teacher recommendations for Semester 1 submitted in PowerSchool (Grades 9-11)

> Teachers discuss course recommendations individually with students for Semester 1 (Grades 8-11)

February > Class meetings to discuss online course selection process (Grade 9-11)

> Program Planning Night/Admissions Open House at Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (Grades 8-11)
> Course Exploration Forums (Advanced Placement, Electives, International Baccalaureate, CMTHS, etc.)
> PWHS Counselors lead students in online course selection (Grade 8)

March

> Teachers discuss course recommendations individually with students for Semester 2 (Grades 9-11)
> Mandatory Bonus Block information regarding online course selection (Grades 10 & 11)

> Online teacher recommendations for Semester 2 submitted in PowerSchool (Grades 9-11)

> Online course selection for students (Grades 9-11)

> “Sophomore Spotlight” Family Meetings begin at PWHS > Post-Secondary Pathway Focus

April-June

> Counselors meet with all students to discuss online course selections (Grades 8-11)

> Distribution of student course selections; Parents review their child’s course requests

> “Sophomore Focus”: All families of 10t grade students are encouraged to meet with counselors

> AP Summer Assignments to be picked up by students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses for Fall

July-
September

> Distribution of finalized student schedules communicated to parents/students (August)
> New registrations; placement exams scheduled for transfer students
> Student schedules changes permitted during the first 3 days of Semester 1



AWARDING CREDIT / TRANSFER CREDIT

Credit for a course will be granted only after the student has satisfactorily completed all of its requirements including
attendance. Consult the Student/Parent Handbook for conditions under which credit may be denied.

When a student transfers to Plymouth Whitemarsh High School, the counselor will work with the Adminstration to
determine course credits applicable to the district’s graduation requirements. Course names and grades of the
transferred courses will be listed in accordance with the sending school and manually added to the student’s
transcript and be included toward class rank. PWHS will recognize weighted grades from a sending school for Honors,
AP and IB designated courses only. Students who enroll at PW with less than 45 days remaining in a semester, will
earn a grade of Pass/Fail unless incoming courses directly align with PW courses. Credit and grades cannot be
assigned without official documentation from the sending school.

COMMENCEMENT AND DIPLOMA POLICIES

To receive a diploma from Plymouth Whitemarsh High School and participate in the commencement ceremony, a
student must satisfactorily complete the program and graduation requirements stipulated by the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania State Board of Education Academic Standards and Assessments and the Colonial Board of Education.
Special circumstances are addressed in CSD Board Policy 217 and CSD Board Policy 217.1. In addition to meeting the
credit requirements of PWHS, students must demonstrate proficient or higher performance in literature, algebra
and biology on the Keystone exams or meet the expectations of an alternate route as established by Act 158 (see
below), prior to graduation. In no case is a diploma awarded before the student’s class graduates.

ASSESSMENT DATA & KEYSTONE EXAMS

To aid the district in monitoring the achievement of all students, various assessments are administered annually to
ascertain tangible data about students’ academic skills. Assessment data is one key factor in student course
placement. The Keystone Exams, instituted by the PA State Board of Education, are end-of-course assessments
designed to assess student proficiency in the subject areas of Algebra, Biology and Literature. Federal accountability
requirements state that students must take the Keystone Exams at least one time prior to (or during) the spring of
their eleventh grade year. Student Keystone scores are tabulated for school data in a student’s 11t grade year.
Students taking the Keystone Exam in grades 9 and 10 and who score in the proficient range will have their scores
banked for their 11*" grade year. To monitor the reading and math achievement of students prior to grade 11, the
district administers annual reading and math tests to students in grades 9 and 10. Results are used to place students
into appropriate courses and remedial programs.

BELOW BASIC BASIC PROFICIENT ADVANCED
ALGEBRA | 1200-1438 1439-1499 1500-1545 1546-1800
BIOLOGY 1200-1459 1460-1499 1500-1548 1549-1800
LITERATURE 1200-1443 1444-1499 1500-1583 1584-1800

Student performance on the Keystone is scored as Advanced, Proficient, Basic or Below Basic. Students scoring below
the proficient level on any of the Keystone Exams must retake the exam and be subject to receive remediation.
Beginning with the Class of 2022, students that do not reach proficiency on the Keystone exam will seek another
option to fulfill graduation requirements. *Act 158 passed on October 24, 2018 amending high school graduation
requirements, providing alternate options to demonstrating proficiency on the Keystone Exams.

*Pathways to Graduation as outlined by ACT 158 are documented on the next page.



Pathway 1:
Keystone Proficiency

e Proficient or Advanced in all
Keystone Exams; Algebra, Biology
and Literature

Pathway 2:
Keystone Composite

e At least 1 Keystone score is
Proficient or Advanced and no
score is below basic

e Composite Keystone score (4,452)
Pathway 4:
Alternative Assessment*
1 Piece of Evidence + Passing Grades in

all PW Keystone Content Courses

e Attainment of one alternative
assessment score or better:
> ACT (21)
> ASVAB (31)

» PSAT/NMSQT (970)
> SAT (1010)

e  Successful completion of dual
enrollment course(s) related to
any non-proficient Keystone
content area (Math, Science,
English)

e Acceptance into accredited
Institution of Higher Ed (IHE) 4-
year program; college level
coursework

PATHWAYS TO GRADUATION (339)
Pennsylvania requires all students to participate in
activities and education aligned to Career Education Work
(CEW) Standards while compiling evidence in 4 domains
prior to graduation; Career Awareness, Career Preparation,
Career Acquisition, and Entrepreneurship.

* Plymouth Whitemarsh High School

PATHWAYS TO GRADUATION (ACT 158)
Beginning with the class of 2023, students must meet statewide
graduation requirements in one of five pathways.

Pathway 3:
Career & Technical Education*

1 Piece of Evidence + Passing Grades in all PW

Keystone Content Courses

Industry—based competency certification
Likelihood of industry-based competency
assessment (NOCTI) success

Readiness for continued engagement in
Career and Technical Education (CTE)
concentrator program of study

Pathway 5:
Evidence Based*
3 Pieces of Evidence + Passing Grades in all PW

Keystone Content Courses
ONE or more of the following

Successful completion of any dual
enrollment course

Industry Recognized Credentialization (IRC)
Acceptance into accredited Institution of
Higher Ed (IHE) in a trade school, 2-year
program, or Technology trade program

AND, no more than TWO of the following

Attainment of Proficient or Advanced on
any Keystone Exam

Successful completion of a service learning
project

Proof of Full time employment or military
enlistment

Completion of an internship/externship
NCAA Division Il academic compliance

8 Pieces of Evidence

Evidence collected prior to graduation
must validate all four domains of the CEW
standards (2 pieces per domain) and is
collected in the PW CFM course



PSAT / SAT / ACT

The PSAT will not count towards your college admissions applications, but it is the qualifying test for the National
Merit Scholarship. Students use the PSAT as practice for the SAT and ACT and an important guidepost on your college
admissions journey. The PSAT is offered annually in the fall (during the school day) at PW and run during a Special
Events Schedule. Students will register for the PSAT through their guidance counselor. There is no cost to the
student. PSAT Range Score = 320-1520

The SAT used by colleges during the admissions process. Colleges that are more selective may require students to
take one or more SAT Subject Tests. SAT Subject Tests are one-hour, multiple-choice exams designed to evaluate
achievement in five subject areas: English, History, Math, Science or Foreign Languages. These tests are used for
placement in college courses. Many colleges recommend or require at least two SAT Subject Tests, regardless of
whether you take the ACT or SAT. Please make sure that you have your scores sent to your high school. Visit
www.collegeboard.org for online registration, test preparation, and further information. Students are responsible
for the cost of the SAT. SAT Range Score = 400-1600

Some students may choose to take the ACT. All colleges accept ACT scores for consideration in addition to (or in
place of) both SAT and SAT Subject Tests. Visit www.actstudent.org for online registration test preparation, and
further information. Students are responsible for the cost of the ACT. ACT Range Score = 1-36

CEEB Code Number or PWHS: 394040 School Code for PWHS: 394040
SAT Test Center Number for PWHS: 39592 ACT Test Center Code for PWHS: 205210

NCAA ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Eligibility Center verifies the academic and amateur status of all
student-athletes who wish to compete in Division | or Il athletics. Student-athletes that plan on competing at the
Division | or Division Il level, should consult with their school counselor prior to selecting courses. A list of
preapproved NCAA Core courses for Plymouth Whitemarsh High School student-athletes can be found at
www.eligibilitycenter.org.

NCAA HIGH SCHOOL TIMELINE

» |f you haven't yet, register for a free Profile Page » Find your high school's list of NCAA-approved core
account at eligibilitycenter.org for information on courses at eligibilitycenter.org/courselist to ensure
NCAA initial-eligibility requirements. you're taking the right courses, and earn the best

» Use NCAA Research's interactive map to help locate grades possible!

NCAA schools you're interested in attending.

» |f you're being actively recruited by an NCAA school and » At the end of the schoal year, ask your high school
have a Profile Page account, transition it to the required counselor from each school you attend to upload
certification account. an official transcript to your Eligibility Center account.

» Monitor the task list in your NCAA Eligibility Center » If you fall behind academically, ask your high school

account for next steps. counselor for help finding approved courses you can take.

» Ensure your sports participation information is correct » Share your NCAA 1D with NCAA schools recruiting you so

in your Eligibility Center account. each school can place you on its institutional request list.
» Check with your high school counselor to make sure » At the end of the school year, ask your high school

you're on track to complete the required number of counselor from each school you attend to upload an

NCAA-approved core courses and graduate on time official transcript to your Eligibility Center account.

with your class.

122 GRADUATE

» Request your final amateurism certification beginning » Complete your final NCAA-approved core courses as

April 1 (fall enrollees) or Oct. 1 (winter/spring enrollees) in you prepare for graduation.

your Eligibility Center account at eligibilitycenter.org. » After you graduate, ask your high schoal counselor
» Apply and be accepted to the NCAA school you plan to upload your final official transcript with proof of

to attend. graduation to your Eligibility Center account.

9



Division | Academic Standards

Division | schools require you to meet academic standards. To be eligible to

practice, compete and receive an athletics scholarship in your first year of D | \/l S | O N |
full-time enrollment, you must meet the following requirements: gy

1. Earn 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits in the following areas:

OTHER
Any area listed to the
left or courses listed
in additional discipline

SOCIAL
SCIENCE

MATH SCIENCE EXTRA
ENGLISH (Algebra | (Including one (English, math

. year of lab, p
or higher) if offered) or science)

(world language,
comparative religion
or philosophy)

4 years 3 years 2 years 1year 2 years 4 years

. Complete your 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits in eight academic
semesters or four consecutive academic years from the start of ninth
grade. If you graduate from high school early, you still must meet
core-course requirements.

. Complete 10 of your 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits, including seven
in English, math or science, before the start of your seventh semester.

Once you begin your seventh semester, any course needed to meet

the 10/7 requirement cannot be replaced or repeated.

. Earn a minimum 2.3 core-course GPA.

. Ask your high school counselor to upload your final official transcript
with proof of graduation to your Eligibility Center account.

EARLY ACADEMIC QUALIFIER

If you meet specific criteria after six semesters of high
school, you may be deemed an early academic qualifier

i
for Division | and may practice, compete and receive o4
an athletics scholarship during your first year r “ ,. l )
h | i
b

of full-time enrollment.

ahn,

QUALIFIER | [ 2022 cross counry Y,

You may practice, compete and receive an athletics cHAMPIDNS

scholarship during your first year of full-time & \
enroliment. YR SAYU

ACADEMIC REDSHIRT HEVADA = g
: : . . OCTORER 28 | LARAMIE, WY

You may practice during your first regular academic

term and receive an athletics scholarship during

your first year of full-time enrollment but may

NOT compete during your first year of full-time

enrollment. You must pass either eight quarter or

nine semester hours to practice in the next term.

NONQUALIFIER

You will not be able to practice, compete or receive
an athletics scholarship during your first year

of full-time enrollment.

ELIGIBILITY CENTER 10


https://www.ncaa.org/d1
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/transcripts
https://web3.ncaa.org/directory/memberList?type=12&division=I
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=EAQ


Division Il Academic Standards

Division Il schools require you to meet academic standards. To be eligible to @ DIVISION 1l
practice, compete and receive an athletics scholarship in your first year of

full-time enrollment, you must meet the following requirements: '
MAKE IT)@MR&

1. Earn 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits in the following areas:

OTHER

Any area listed to the

MATH ISCI:IENCE EXTRA SOCIAL left or courses listed
ENGLISH (Algebra | (Inclu "ﬁ ‘L"e (English, math SCIENCE in additional discipline
or higher) 3{:2’;& r;i)' or science) (world language,

comparative religion
or philosophy)

3 years 2 years 2 years 3 years

2. Earn a minimum 2.2 core-course GPA.

3. Ask your high school counselor to upload your final official transcript
with proof of graduation to your Eligibility Center account.

If you meet specific criteria after six semesters of high
school, you may be deemed an early academic qualifier
for Division Il and may practice, compete and receive
an athletics scholarship during your first year

of full-time enrollment.

You may practice, compete and receive an athletics
scholarship during your first year of full-time
enrollment.

You may practice and receive an athletics scholarship ¢ ' t
but may NOT compete during your first year / = g
of full-time enrollment.

oo qie A \'
iR

’ Wp [t

e
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https://www.ncaa.org/d2
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-4201/What-are-the-requirements-to-become-an-early-academic-qualifier?query=EAQ
https://ncaa.egain.cloud/kb/EligibilityHelp/content/KB-2118/How-is-my-core-grade-point-average-GPA-calculated
https://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/transcripts
https://web3.ncaa.org/directory/memberList?type=12&division=II

ACADEMIC CORE COURSES

The following matrix will assist you in scheduling core graduation requirements. Students must be scheduled for ten credits per
school year. ADVANCED PLACEMENT courses, PRE-AP ENGINEERING and IB MATH ANALYSIS and APPROACHES SL identified in
BOLD run for one full year and are worth 2 credits. All other courses are worth 1 credit.

9™ GRADE 10™ GRADE 11™ GRADE 12™ GRADE
H ENGLISH 1 H ENGLISH 3 H ENGLISH 4 H ENGLISH 5, H WR. FELLOWS
H ENGLISH 2 AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE | AP ENGLISH LITERATURE
ENGLISH 1 ENGLISH 3 ENGLISH 4 ENGLISH 5
ENGLISH ENGLISH 2
ENGLISH 1L ENGLISH 3L (S1) ENGLISH 4L ENGLISH 5L
ENGLISH 2L ENGLISH 3L (S2)
H INT MATH 2 H INT MATH 3 H INT MATH 5 AP CALCULUS AB
H INT MATH 4 PRE AP CALC BC AP CALCULUS BC
H CALCULUS
INT MATH 1 INT MATH 3 INT MATH 5 CALCULUS
MATH INT MATH 2 INT MATH 4 PRE-CALCULUS IB ANALYSIS & APPROACHES
INT MATH 1M INT MATH 3M INT MATH 5 CAREER & FINANCIAL
INT MATH 2M INT MATH 4M COLLEGE PREP MATH MANAGEMENT
INT MATH 1L INT MATH 3L -S1 CAREER & FINANCIAL
INT MATH 2L INT MATH 3L -S2 MANAGEMENT
AP WORLD HISTORY | AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY | AP US HISTORY AP GOVERNMENT
IB SACA 11 IB SACA 12
SOCIAL H WORLD HISTORY | H HUMAN GEOGRAPHY | H US HISTORY H US GOVERNMENT
STUDIES WORLD HISTORY HUMAN GEOGRAPHY US HISTORY US GOVERNMENT
*Sequence change represented for Class of 2028 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY L US HISTORY L US GOVERNMENT L
H BIOLOGY S1/52 H CHEMISITRY H PHYSICS AP PHYSICS, AP CHEMISTRY
AP ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE BIOLOGY 51/S2 CHEMISTRY PHYSICS AP BIOLOGY
APPLIED PHYSICAL | APPLIED BIOLOGY (S1) CHEM COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
PHYSICAL SCIENCE L | APPLIED BIOLOGY (S2) ASTRONOMY MARINE SCIENCE
H FRENCH 3 H FRENCH 3, H FRENCH 4 | H FRENCH CIV 5 AP FRENCH LANGUAGE
FRENCH 2 FRENCH CIV 3 H FRENCH 4 H FRENCH 5
FRENCH 1A, 1B FRENCH2 FRENCH CIV 4
WORLD LATIN 2, HLATIN 3 | H LATIN 3, H LATIN 4 H LATIN 5 AP LATIN
LANGUAGE
H SPANISH 3 H SPANISH 3, H SPANISH 4 | H SPANISH 5 H SPANISH 6
SPANISH 2 SPANISH 3 SPANISH 4 AP SP