
COLONIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA  19462 

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES, MARCH 16, 2017 

 

President Moore convened the general session of the Colonial Board of School Directors at 6:01 p.m. 

in the District Office General Meeting Room on March 16, 2017. 
 

Board Members Present:  Bernie Brady, Mel Brodsky, Leslie Finegold, Susan Moore, Kathleen 

Oxberry, Cathy Peduzzi, Felix Raimondo, Beth Suchsland and Alan Tabachnick. 
 

Board Members Absent:  None. 
 

Also Attending: Dr. MaryEllen Gorodetzer, Superintendent; Jeffrey T. Sultanik, Solicitor; Karen 

Berk, Director of Pupil Services and Special Education; Andrew Boegly, Director of Technology; 

Trevor Jackson, Business Administrator/Board Treasurer; Dr. Elizabeth McKeaney, Director of 

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment; Dr. Leticia Rodríguez, Director of Human Resources; Terry 

Yemm, Director of Operations; David M. Sherman, Community Relations Coordinator/Board 

Secretary; Tom Peeler, Audio Visual Technician; Amanda Nerenberg and Chris Johnson, Board 

Student Representatives; Dara Nasatir; Robert Slagle; Beth Miller; Amanda Kan; Valerie 

Demianovich and Gary Johnson. 
 

Mrs. Moore led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Executive Session Announcements: Mrs. Moore announced that the Board met in executive 

session on March 2 to discuss personnel matters. She stated the meeting lasted approximately 30 

minutes. Mrs. Moore also stated that the Board met in executive session on March 13 to discuss a 

confidential personnel matter. That meeting lasted approximately one hour. She added that the 

Board met in executive session just prior to this meeting to discuss filling a new position, issues 

with regards to PlanCon and student matters protected by law. That meeting lasted approximately 

30 minutes. 
 

Mrs. Moore recognized Dr. Gorodetzer who noted a change in the agenda. She stated that in 

recognition of Music in our Schools Month, students from the Colonial Elementary School Concert 

Band were on hand to perform. Under the direction of Mr. Eric Wilson, the students played two 

numbers. 
 

Dr. Gorodetzer then announced that two students would be recognized for their accomplishments in 

academic competitions. Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (PWHS) juniors Steven Fandozzi and 

Sam Cohen were presented to the Board for qualifying to participate in the DECA International 

Career Development Conference to be held April 26-29 in Anaheim, Calif. Mr. Fandozzi placed 

first overall and earned the medal for high role pay score in Automotive Services Marketing at the 

Pennsylvania DECA Conference in late February. Mr. Cohen earned a medal for high role play 

score and placed fourth overall in Business Finance at the state conference. 
 

Approval of Minutes: Mrs. Moore asked Board members to consider the minutes of the special 

meeting of February 22; the general meeting of February 16; the Curriculum Committee meeting of 

February 14; the Facilities Management and Transportation Committee meetings of February 10 and 

March 2, the Human Resources Committee meeting and the Finance Committee meeting of March 6. 

See enclosures #1 through #6.  
 

Mrs. Suchsland moved and Mr. Tabachnick seconded a motion to approve the minutes. On a roll call 

vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Financial Reports: Mrs. Moore sought Board action on the financial reports on the list for approval. 

They included the Budget Transfers, the General Fund/Federal Program Bills, the Capital Reserve 



Fund, the Food Service Bills/Cafeteria Report, the Outstanding Investment Report, the Cash Flow 

Summary, the Comparison of Taxes Collected, the Real Estate Tax Escrow Report, the Trust Fund 

Report, the Reconciliation of Cash Accounts, the Budgetary/Deficit Status Report, the Bond Fund 

Report and the Treasurer’s Report for the month ending February 28. See enclosures #7 through #18. 
 

Mrs. Suchsland moved and Mrs. Peduzzi seconded a motion to approve the financial reports. On a 

roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Public Comments on the Agenda: None. 
 

Staff Report: Mrs. Moore noted that the student musical performance took the place of the Staff 

Report. 
 

Correspondence: None. 
 

Superintendent’s Report: Dr. Gorodetzer summarized her report that included the Personnel 

Report and Substitute List and the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List. See enclosures #19 and #20. She 

stated that the Personnel Report and Substitute List included two retirements, three resignations, 

two leaves of absence, one appointment and one change of assignment. Dr. Gorodetzer added that 

the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List included appointments for spring positions. She stated that all items 

were reviewed in executive session.  
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Peduzzi seconded a motion to approve the Superintendent’s Report. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Board Student Representatives’ Report: Ms. Nerenberg reported that the Interact Club participated 

in a clean-up day at the Colonial Neighborhood Council headquarters, she noted that springs sports 

were underway and the sophomore class held a glow dance. Ms. Nerenberg also stated that the 

Colonial Players spring musical production of RENT opens that evening. Mr. Johnson stated that the 

Music Abroad group planned to hold a 5K fundraiser to include face painting and a food eating contest 

in April. He also noted that the Mock Trial Team has had its best year ever. 
 

New Business: Mrs. Finegold asked Board members to consider approval of the District’s 2017 

Summer Programs, including the summer reading programs, Girls in Technology Program and music 

programs as described in enclosure #21. 
 

Mrs. Finegold moved and Mrs. Suchsland seconded a motion to approve the 2017 Summer Programs. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0.  
 

Mrs. Finegold asked the Board to act on the District’s 2017 Special Education Extended School Year 

(ESY) Program as detailed in enclosure #22. 
 

Mrs. Finegold moved and Mr. Tabachnick seconded a motion to approve the ESY Program for 2017. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0.  
 

Mrs. Peduzzi sought Board action on two PWHS student trip requests. The first is for the 2018 Senior 

Class Trip to Disney World. See enclosure #23. The second is for art majors and honors art history 

students to visit the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City on May 22. See enclosure #24.  
 

Mrs. Peduzzi moved and Mr. Raimondo seconded a motion to approve the PWHS student trip 

requests. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi asked Board members to consider a request for PWHS and Colonial Middle School 

students to attend the Technology Student Association State Competition in Champion, Pa. from 

April 19-22. See enclosure #25.  
 



Mrs. Peduzzi moved and Mrs. Suchsland seconded a motion to approve the student trip request. On 

a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0.  
 

Mrs. Finegold asked the Board to act on two professional conference requests as one item. The first 

is for PWHS College Counselor Pat Tamborello to visit Indiana University from February 26-28. See 

enclosure #26. She noted that the trip had already occurred. The second request is for Director of 

Technology Andrew Boegly to attend the CoSN 2017 Conference in Chicago, Ill. from April 3-5. See 

enclosure #27. Responding to a question from Mrs. Oxberry, Mr. Boegly explained that CoSN stood 

for Consortium for School Networking. 
 

Mrs. Finegold moved and Mrs. Peduzzi seconded a motion to approve the professional conference 

requests. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Mr. Raimondo noted that Board approval was requested on revisions to Board Policy #913 

Advertising. See enclosure #28. He noted that the revisions were reviewed at the March Finance 

Committee meeting. 
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve the revisions to Board Policy 

#913 Advertising. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Mr. Raimondo sought Board action on the 2017-2018 MCIU Membership Services Budget. He noted 

that the Budget included a District contribution of $82,819, an increase of $1,872 or 2.26 percent. 

Responding to a question from Mrs. Suchsland, Dr. Gorodetzer explained that the budget included 

services to support instructional programs, technology services and participation in consortium 

purchasing bids. She noted that the IU budget for special education services was a separate item. 
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve the 2017-2018 MCIU 

Membership Services Budget. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Mr. Brodsky asked Board members to act on an Agreement and Release between the Colonial Board 

of School Directors and Employee #103451 effective June 15, 2017. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mr. Raimondo seconded a motion to approve the Agreement and Release. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Mr. Raimondo directed the Board to act on a recommendation to approve new two-year contract with 

Northeast Revenue Service for the collection of real estate taxes for Plymouth and Whitemarsh 

Townships, effective July 1. He added that the contract includes two one-year extensions. See 

enclosure #34. Responding to a question from Mrs. Moore, Mr. Jackson explained that the District 

has used the service for four years and is currently in the midst of a one-year contract extension. He 

added that the service has been excellent. 
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mrs. Suchsland seconded a motion to approve the new contract. On a roll 

call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 
 

Mr. Tabachnick asked the Board to approve the submission of PlanCon Part G for the construction 

additions at Plymouth (PE) and Ridge Park (RP) elementary schools. Mr. Yemm explained that the 

documents show the approved bids and establish the exact cost of the project. 
 

Mr. Tabachnick moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve the PlanCon Part G 

submission for PE and RP. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 9-0. 

 

Mr. Tabachnick added that the District is in receipt of PDE approval for PlanCon Part I – Interim 

Reports – for the PWHS renovation project. He noted that the District is also in receipt of PDE 

approval for PlanCon Part F – Construction Documents – for both of the PE and RP projects. Mr. 



Tabachnick stated that approval of Part F means that the District can now enter into contracts for the 

construction projects at both schools. He said the notices of approvals and accompanying 

documents will be attached to the minutes of this meeting. See Attachment A. Responding to a 

question from Mrs. Oxberry, Mr. Yemm stated that the District will break ground on both projects 

within a few weeks. 
 

Solicitor’s Report: None 
 

Committee Reports:  Intermediate Unit (MCIU): Mrs. Finegold stated that the IU Board met on 

February 22 in Norristown. She highlighted various budget approvals and noted increases in the 

Governor’s budget for Head Start and Pre-K programs.  
 

CMTHS: Mr. Brodsky reported that the last meeting was snowed out. 
 

Human Resources: Mr. Brodsky stated that the Board is working with the Chester County 

Intermediate Unit on the search for a new Superintendent. He noted that there will be a series of focus 

groups in which the public will be invited to attend.  
 

Finance: Mr. Raimondo stated that the committee discussed fundraising for the west gymnasium at 

its March 2 meeting. He also highlighted a number of items that the Board approved earlier in the 

meeting.  
 

Curriculum: Mrs. Finegold noted that the committee met on Monday, March 13. She spoke about a 

scheduling change proposed by fourth grade teachers that would follow the recent fifth grade 

collaborative teaching model.  
 

Facilities Management and Transportation: Mr. Tabachnick noted that construction projects continue 

to progress on schedule and within budget. 
 

Community Relations and Student Life/Safety and Wellness: Mrs. Peduzzi announced the date of the 
next meeting. The meeting will be held at 3:30 p.m. on April 17. 
 

Legislative: Mrs. Peduzzi noted that the state legislature is still pouring over the Governor’s budget 
proposal. She touched on the federal government’s American Healthcare Act which could potentially 
cost the District $75,000 in lost funding.   
 

Municipal/Community Liaisons: No report. 
 

Public Comment: None. 
 

There being no further business before the Board, Mrs. Moore adjourned the meeting at 6:33 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
David M. Sherman 

Board Secretary 
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