
COLONIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA  19462 

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES, JANUARY 19, 2017 
 

President Moore convened the general session of the Colonial Board of School Directors at 7:04 p.m. 

in the District Office General Meeting Room on January 19, 2017. 
 

Board Members Present:  Bernie Brady, Mel Brodsky, Leslie Finegold, Susan Moore, Kathleen 

Oxberry, Cathy Peduzzi, Felix Raimondo and Alan Tabachnick. 
 

Board Members Absent:  Beth Suchsland. 
 

Also Attending: Jeffrey T. Sultanik, Solicitor; Karen Berk, Director of Pupil Services and Special 

Education; Andrew Boegly, Director of Technology; Trevor Jackson, Business Administrator/Board 

Treasurer; Dr. Elizabeth McKeaney, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment; Dr. Leticia 

Rodríguez, Director of Human Resources; Terry Yemm, Director of Operations; David M. Sherman, 

Community Relations Coordinator/Board Secretary; Tom Peeler, Audio Visual Technician; Raquel 

Dunoff and Chris Johnson, Board Student Representatives; Linda Doll; Beth Miller; Donelle Brotz; 

Robert Slagle; Michael Evan; Anthony Tomaselli; Margaret Tomaselli; Cheo Houston; Kareem 

Breedan and students receiving awards, their friends and families. 
 

Mrs. Moore led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Recognition: Mr. Sherman noted that January was School Director Recognition Month. He lauded 

Board members for their voluntary service to the District and introduced a video produced in their 

honor. 
 

Mr. Sherman then invited Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (PWHS) Principal Dr. Jason Bacani to 

the podium to present representatives from the school’s community service organizations. For a 

complete list of organizations and students recognized, please see Attachment A. 
 

Mrs. Moore invited Mrs. Peduzzi to speak about the District’s advocacy efforts regarding possible 

state legislation to eliminate property taxes as a way of funding public schools. Mrs. Peduzzi and Mr. 

Sultanik spoke to the flaws in the version of the bill expected to be submitted in the Senate. They 

explained that individual citizens would bear the burden of the new school funding plan in the form 

of increased personal income and sales taxes. They noted that, in Colonial alone, individuals would 

need to make up for more than $32 million in lost commercial real estate taxes. They also noted that 

local school boards would lose control and be dependent on the state for funding. Mrs. Peduzzi 

encouraged the public to contact the Governor’s Office to voice opposition to this measure. 
 

Executive Session Announcements: Mrs. Moore announced that the Board met in executive session 

on January 12 to discuss an employee separation agreement. She stated that the meeting lasted 

approximately 15 minutes. She also noted that the Board met on January 19 to discuss the personnel 

report and PlanCon. She stated that the meeting lasted approximately one hour. 
 

Approval of Minutes: Mrs. Moore sought Board action on the minutes of the reorganization meeting 

and special meeting of December 1, 2016; Curriculum Committee meetings of November 21, 2016 

and December 13, 2016; the Facilities Management and Transportation Committee meeting and 

special meeting of December 15, 2016; and the Community Relations and Student Life/Safety and 

Wellness Committee (CRSL/SW) meeting of January 12, 2017. See enclosures #1 through #4, and 

#34 and #35.  
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve the minutes. On a roll call vote, 

all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 

  



Financial Reports: Mrs. Moore asked Board members to consider the financial reports on the list for 

approval. She noted that all reports were for both November and December. They included the Budget 

Transfers, the General Fund/Federal Program Bills, the Capital Reserve Fund, the Food Service 

Bills/Cafeteria Report, the Outstanding Investment Report, the Cash Flow Summary, the Comparison 

of Taxes Collected, the Real Estate Tax Escrow Report, the Trust Fund Report, the Reconciliation of 

Cash Accounts, the Budgetary/Deficit Status Report, the Bond Fund Report and the Treasurer’s 

Reports for the months ending November 30 and December 31. See enclosures #5 through #16. 
 

Mr. Tabachnick moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to approve the financial reports. On a roll 

call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Public Comments on the Agenda: None. 
 

Correspondence: Mr. Raimondo noted that Board acceptance of a number of grants was requested. 

The first is a $3,000 grant from the Outreachers of Whitemarsh to purchase IPads for kindergarten 

classrooms. See enclosure #17. The second is a $10,000 grant from the Morgan Stanley Foundation 

to support the continuation of the before-school Chess Club and Mindfulness Professional 

Development for Conshohocken Elementary School staff. See enclosure #36. A grant for $1,000 from 

Lincoln Financial is to be awarded to a PWHS senior in recognition of Superintendent Dr. MaryEllen 

Gorodetzer’s 2016 PASA Award for Instructional Leadership. See enclosure #18. The final grant is 

from the Patterson Family Foundation in the amount of $3,200 to purchase books for the PWHS Book 

Club. See enclosure #19. 
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to accept the grants. On a roll call vote, all 

voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Superintendent’s Report: Mr. Jackson reviewed the Superintendent’s Report that included the 

Personnel Report and Substitute List and the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List. See enclosures #20 and 

#21. He noted that the Personnel Report and Substitute List included six resignations, seven leaves 

of absence, eight changes of assignment, two appointments and one substitute support staff 

addition. Mr. Jackson added that four additions to winter sports positions and a change to a club 

position were included in the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List. He stated that all items were reviewed in 

executive session.  
 

Mr. Raimondo moved and Mrs. Oxberry seconded a motion to approve the Superintendent’s Report. 

On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Board Student Representatives’ Report: Ms. Dunoff reported on the recent Keystone exams, the 

National Art Honor Society Induction, the upcoming end of the first semester and final exams. Mr. 

Johnson spoke to the success of the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams which are both in first place, 

the 1,000th career point scored by junior Taylor O’Brien and the popularity of the new swimming 

pool. Ms. Dunoff added information about the spring musical. Mrs. Moore congratulated Mr. Johnson 

on his acceptance to the United States Military Academy. 
 

New Business: Mrs. Moore stated that the Board needed to make several appointments. The first is a 

Legislative Chairperson, the Board’s point person for local and state legislative action. She noted that 

Mrs. Peduzzi served in that role for the past year. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to appoint Mrs. Peduzzi as the Board’s 

Legislative Chairperson for 2017. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0.  
 

Mrs. Moore asked the Board for a nomination for the Board’s representative to the Pennsylvania 

School Board’s Association (PSBA). She noted that Mrs. Peduzzi also served in that capacity for the 

past year. 

  



Mr. Brodsky moved and Mr. Tabachnick seconded a motion to appoint Mrs. Peduzzi as the Board’s 

PSBA Representative for 2017. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0.  
 

Mrs. Moore sought a nomination for a member to serve as the Board’s liaison to the Colonial School 

District Education Foundation (CSDEF). She noted that Mr. Tabachnick served in that capacity last 

year. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi moved and Mr. Raimondo seconded a motion to appoint Mr. Tabachnick as the Board’s 

liaison to the CSDEF for 2017. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0.  
 

Mrs. Moore asked members for a nomination for a member to serve a three-year term on the Central 

Montco Technical High School (CMTHS) Joint Operating Committee (JOC). She noted that her 

three-year term had expired. 
 

Mrs. Moore moved and Mr. Brodsky seconded a motion to appoint Mr. Raimondo to serve a three-

year term on the CMTHS JOC. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0.  
 

Mrs. Moore directed Board members to act on an administrative request to approve a calendar for the 

2017-2018 school year. She noted that the Board had previously established Tuesday, September 5, 

2017 as the first day of school. She stated that both calendar options, 2 and 2A contain 183 student 

days, traditional holidays and a full week of spring break. She noted that option 2A also included 

January 2, 2018 as a school holiday and ended school on a Thursday. Option 2 had the school year 

end on a Wednesday. Mrs. Moore noted that the calendars were shared with the Colonial Education 

Association (CEA). She added that both the CEA and administration prefer option 2A. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mrs. Finegold seconded a motion to approve calendar option 2A which 

includes January 2, 2018 as a school holiday. On a roll call vote, Mr. Brodsky, Mrs. Finegold, Mrs. 

Moore, Mrs. Oxberry and Mr. Tabachnick voted in favor, Mr. Brady, Mrs. Peduzzi and Mr. Raimondo 

voted against. The motion was carried, 5-3. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi asked Board members to consider six student trip requests in one motion. The first is 

for Colonial Middle School eighth graders to travel to the Chincoteague Bay Field Station at Wallops 

Island, Va. from May 10-13. See enclosure #22. The second is for a PWHS Chorus member to 

participate in the District 11, regional and state choral festivals on January 12-14, February 23-25 and 

April 19-22. See enclosure #23. The third is for PWHS Band members to take part in District 11, 

regional and state band festivals on February 8-10, March 23-25 and April 19-22. See enclosure #24. 

The fourth trip request is for the PWHS Indoor Guard to compete in regional and national 

competitions in Monmouth Junction, N.J. on February 25 and March 4. See enclosure #25. The fifth 

request is for the PWHS Wrestling Team to take part in a tournament in Silver Spring, Md. from 

January 14-15. See enclosure #26. The final request is for the PWHS DECA Club to attend the PA 

DECA State Career Development Conference in Hershey, Pa. from February 22-24. See enclosure 

#27. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi moved and Mr. Tabachnick seconded a motion to approve all trip requests. On a roll 

call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mrs. Finegold sought Board action on a request to approve a contract with Gateway to College. See 

enclosure #28. Mrs. Berk explained that the Montgomery County Community College program is for 

non-traditional student learners who are at risk of dropping out of high school. She noted that the 

program affords them the opportunity to earn both high school and college credit. Responding to a 

question from Mrs. Oxberry, Mrs. Berk stated that the District currently has two students that fit into 

that category. 
 

Mrs. Finegold moved and Mrs. Peduzzi seconded a motion to approve the contract. On a roll call 

vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 

  



Mrs. Peduzzi asked Board members to act on a list of recommended instructors for the 2017 winter 

and spring sessions of the PWHS Adult Evening School. See enclosure #29. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi moved and Mr. Raimondo seconded a motion to approve the request. On a roll call vote, 

all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Brodsky sought Board action on a Separation and Release Agreement between the Board and 

employee #102319. 
 

Mr. Brodsky moved and Mr. Tabachnick seconded a motion to approve the agreement. On a roll call 

vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi asked Board members to consider Board Policy #828 – Naloxone. See enclosure #37. 

She noted that the policy is a result of Act 139 of 2014 pertaining to the nasal spray Narcan. She 

reported that the policy was reviewed on a first-read basis at the CRSL/SW Committee meeting on 

January 12. Mrs. Berk explained that the drug is used to reverse the effect of an opioid over dose. She 

also stated that staff training has been provided. 
 

Mrs. Peduzzi moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to approve the policy. On a roll call vote, all 

voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0.    
 

Solicitor’s Report: None 
 

Committee Reports:  Intermediate Unit (MCIU): Mrs. Finegold stated that the IU Board met at the 

PATTAN facility in Malvern on November 16. She reported that the Board approved a new three-

year contract with the IU’s teachers’ union, an IDEA grant, a professional development agreement 

with Colonial elementary math teachers, and an agreement with Temple University to conduct an 

autism study. 
 

CMTHS: Mr. Brodsky stated that CMTHS has elected five new members to its Distinguished 

Graduates Organization and four of the new inductees are PWHS graduates. 
 

Human Resources: Mr. Brodsky noted the next meeting will be on February 9. 
 

Finance: Mr. Raimondo stated that the next meeting will be in February.  
 

Curriculum: Mrs. Finegold stated that the committee reviewed the District’s Annual Student 

Achievement Report at its meeting on November 21. She detailed positive results on standardized 

assessments, Advanced Placement class participation and achievement, growth in SAT scores and a 

new SAT exam. She highlighted new PWHS elective courses detailed at the December 13 meeting.  
 

Facilities Management and Transportation: Mr. Tabachnick announced that the District is in receipt 

of PDE approval for PlanCon Parts D & E for both Plymouth Elementary (PE) School and Ridge Park 

(RP) Elementary School – and PlanCon Part H for PWHS. He stated that as we are required, those 

documents will be attached to the minutes of this meeting. See Attachment B. 
 

Also as part of the PlanCon process, Mr. Tabachnick sought Board consent to submit PlanCon part F 

for both PE and RP to PDE for approval. 
 

Mr. Tabachnick moved and Mr. Brady seconded a motion to submit PlanCon part F for both PE and 

RP. On a roll call vote, all voted in favor. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Tabachnick also moved and Mr. Brodsky seconded a motion to approve the following PlanCon 

resolution. 
 

To the best of its knowledge and belief, the board of school directors certifies to the following: 

1. The board will not enter into construction contracts until it has received written approval 

for PlanCon Part F, Construction Documents, from the Department of Education. 
 



The board of school directors has obtained, or will obtain, all necessary approvals from local, regional 

and state agencies relating to health, safety, design, planning highway access, and freedom from 

flooding and subsidence, prior to entering into construction contracts. 

2. The board acknowledges that failure to obtain the requisite approvals prior to entering 

into construction contracts may be sufficient cause for the Department of Education to 

revoke its approval for this project. If approval is revoked, the project will not be 

reimbursed by the Commonwealth. 
 

On a roll call vote, all voted to approve the resolution. The motion was carried, 8-0. 
 

Mr. Tabachnick also reported that the PWHS renovation remains on schedule and plans for the new 
west gymnasium are being finalized and township approvals are being sought. He added that 
approvals are also being sought for the additions to PE and RP. 
 

Community Relations and Student Life/Safety and Wellness: Mrs. Peduzzi invited everyone to attend 
the next Colonial Community Coffee hour on January 31. She also noted that the Annual Report will 
be in the mail next week. 
 

Legislative: No Report. 
 

Municipal/Community Liaisons: No Report. 
 

Public Comment: Anthony Tomassetti of Plymouth Meeting asked the Board about the status of the 

planned baseball field. Mr. Tabachnick explained that the Board is committed to improving the 

current playing field for this season and has approved construction of a new turf field on the site of 

the current junior varsity field. Mr. Yemm confirmed that plans are to break ground for the new field 

in May. Mr. Tabachnick added that a multi-use, all-purpose field will be contained within the outfield 

of the new baseball field. 
 

There being no further business before the Board, Mrs. Moore adjourned the meeting at 8:11 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
David M. Sherman 

Board Secretary 

 



Attachment A 

 

The Interact Club recently had a food drive for Colonial Neighborhood Council and helped 

clean up CNC center in Conshohocken. The group is advised by Jill Ruggiero and represented by 

Quinn Watton and Amanda Nerenberg. 

The Lemon Club, advised by Jean Casey, organized a number of fundraising activities to raise 

funds for Childhood cancer research. Representing the club is Caroline Slagle, Caroline Coffey 

and Kelly Gibson. 

Sara Smiles, a club advised by Amanda Binczewski, has raised money to assist local families 

dealing with the effects of pediatric cancer. The club is represented this evening by Mollie Blum, 

Alyssa Greene and Robert Gutman. 

The Best Buddies, sponsored by Heather Filoon, Promotes inclusion by facilitating one-to-one 

friendships with individuals who have intellectual and developmental disabilities and their peers. 

The Best Buddies are represented by Julie Sassi and Robert Gervasi. 

 

The Anti-Domestic Violence Club is advised by Michele McLoughlin. The group has raised 

funds in support of the Laurel House. Representatives are Alexandra Evan and Broch West. 

 

The group Benefit for a Friend, sponsored by Frank Gallagher, has raised over $1,000.00 for 

the Nix Cancer Foundation, specifically benefitting a cancer stricken sibling of one of our 

students at PW. Representing Benefit for a Friend are Gia Piazza, Casey Redding and Ciaran 

Malley 

 

Schools for Sustainability, is a group advised by Bob Culp. The group has raised almost $1000 

which has been forwarded to the Mariposa Foundation in the Dominican Republic to empower 

women, education and simple infrastructure in areas of need. Representing the club are Ava 

Rosen and Jess Margulies  

 

The Black Cultural Awareness Club, advised by Kim Williams, most recently collected Toys 

for Children’s Hospital. Representing the BCA are Precious Emmanuel, Samuel Emmanuel 

(District Chorus), Lauryn Sykes & Ayana Tull. 

 

Kendra Hoffman is the advisor of the Cancer Awareness Club. The club hosted a concert of 

PW student performers that raised more than $1,500 for a local family touched by cancer. 

Representing the club are Tommy Pezzano and Lilly Hanlon 

 

PW Community Service Corp, advised by Will Blubaugh, is currently holding a prom dress 

drive to donate to a local organization. Representing the group is Devon Moore.  

 

And the Glamour Gals, advised by Sophie Davidson, meets with senior citizens to provide them 

with intergenerational conversation and contract through personalized make overs. They are 

represented by Allie Donofrio and Kayla Mastranardo. 

 



dsherman
Typewritten Text

dsherman
Typewritten Text
Attachment B




















































