
 
Community Relations and Student Life Committee 

of the Colonial Board of School Directors, September 15, 2014 
 

 The Community Relations and Student Life (CRSL) Committee of the Colonial Board of 
School Directors met on Monday, September 15, 2014 in the Superintendent’s Conference Room. 
 The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. Present were Committee Chair Heather Palmer; 
Committee member Mel Brodsky; Board President Susan Moore; Board Vice President Beth 
Suchsland; Board members Leslie Finegold, Kathleen Oxberry and Alan Tabachnick; 
Superintendent Dr. MaryEllen Gorodetzer; Director of Pupil Services and Special Education 
Karen Berk; Plymouth Whitemarsh High School (PWHS) Activities Director Charles Forster; 
Community Relations Coordinator/School Board Secretary David M. Sherman; Board Student 
Representative Michael Krone and Linda Doll. 

There was no public comment on the agenda. 
The committee reviewed a student trip request for the Plymouth Whitemarsh High School 

Foreign Exchange Program to travel to Spain from January 19, 2015 to February 3, 2015. The 
only cost to the District is for substitute teachers to cover classrooms for chaperones.  

Committee members were informed that Director of Operations Terry Yemm and Business 
Administrator Trevor Jackson will provide the staff report at the September Board meeting. The 
report will provide an update on the planning process and financing options for the PWHS 
renovation project. It was noted that a video of the report will be placed on CITV. CITV will also 
produce a program on the renovation project featuring Mr. Yemm. The program will also be 
available on the new renovation page on the District website.  

Mr. Sherman stated that he and Mr. Yemm were invited to make a presentation on the 
renovation project to the Plymouth Whitemarsh Conshohocken Rotary Club. Mr. Jackson will join 
the presentation. A time has not been scheduled. Committee members decided to re-schedule the 
planned public meeting regarding the renovation project because of scheduling conflicts. The 
meeting was rescheduled for Wednesday, October 22 at 7 p.m. in the District Office General 
Meeting Room. 

The committee was provided with an update on fundraising activities related to the renovation 
project. Mr. Sherman, Mr. Yemm and Mr. Jackson will meet with architects to discuss options 
regarding personalized pavers, wall tiles and other ways community members can become a part 
of the project. A T-shirt sale involving students was also discussed. Mr. Krone suggested senior 
classes could find ways for their traditional class gifts to benefit the project. 

Mrs. Moore suggested that the administrators also contact the Plymouth Whitemarsh Aquatic 
Club to see if the renovation project presentation can be made to those parents. She also suggested 
that the same be done for other swimming groups in an effort to educate that constituency on the 
planned upgrades to the swimming pool. 

Committee members were informed that the Colonial Challenge 5K was a success despite 
poor weather. The event should net more than $10,000 to benefit the District’s students. 
Combined with other activities, the Colonial School District Education Foundation hopes to raise 
$30,000 this year. 

Members were told that a meeting with State Representative Mary Jo Daley has been 
scheduled for 11 a.m. on Monday, September 29 in the Superintendent’s Conference Room. 
Additionally, the Conshohocken Funfest is Saturday, September 20 beginning at 11 a.m. in 
Sutcliffe Park. 

Mr. Forster provided an update on the PWHS fall sports teams. 
Mr. Brodsky noted that the website needed to be updated to include current-year student 

handbooks. 
 



 
 
 
 
The next CRSL Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 13 at 5:30 p.m. in the 

Superintendent’s Conference Room. 
There being no further business or comment, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
          

Respectfully submitted, 

 
David M. Sherman 
Community Relations Coordinator 
School Board Secretary 


