
COLONIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
PLYMOUTH MEETING, PA  19462 

WORK SESSION MINUTES, OCTOBER 12, 2009 
 

President Johnson convened the work session of the Colonial Board of School Directors at 7:31 
p.m. in the District Office General Meeting Room on October 12, 2009. 
 

Board Members Present:  Lenore Bruno, Gary Johnson, Kelly Jowett, Hope Luken, Susan 
Moore, Dr. William Ryan and Mitch Zimmer.  
 

Board Members Absent: Tom Davis, Steven Slutsky. 
 

Also Attending: Dr. Vincent F. Cotter, Superintendent; Dr. MaryEllen Gorodetzer, Assistant 
Superintendent; Karen Berk, Director of Pupil Services and Special Education; Andrew Boegly, 
Chief Information Officer; Terry Yemm, Director of Operations; Richard Hartz, Director of 
Human Resources; John Quinn, Director of CITV; David M. Sherman, Community Relations 
Coordinator/Board Secretary; Christina A. Gottlieb, Juanita Rollins, Michael G. Gottlieb, Dr. 
Julian Toneatto. 
 

Mr. Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and announced that the Board had met in executive 
session on September 24, October 7 and October 12 to discuss legal and personnel issues. 
 

Dr. Cotter confirmed for Mr. Johnson that the Board will recognize the District’s Commended 
Merit Scholars and Advanced Placement Scholars at Thursday’s meeting. Dr. Cotter noted that 
there are seven Commended Scholars. 
 

Minutes:  Mr. Johnson requested that Board members review the minutes of the Work Session of 
September 14; the General Meeting of September 17; the Finance and Audit Committee of 
September 29; the Special Meeting and the Facilities Management and Transportation Committee 
of September 30 and the Human Resources Committee and the Community Relations and Student 
Life Committee of October 1. See enclosures #1 through #7. Mr. Johnson stated that the minutes 
of the October 7 Safety and Wellness Committee and the October 12 Curriculum Committee will 
be available for review and action on Thursday. 
 

Financial Reports:  Mr. Johnson asked the Board to examine the financial reports on the list for 
approval on Thursday evening. They included the Budget Transfers, Bond Fund Report, the 
Capital Projects Report, the General Fund/Federal Program Bills, the Capital Reserve Fund, the 
Food Service Bills/Cafeteria Report, the Outstanding Investment Report, the Cash Flow Summary, 
the Comparison of Taxes Collected, the Real Estate Tax Escrow Report, the Reconciliation of 
Cash Accounts, the Budgetary/Deficit Status Report and the Treasurer’s Report for the month 
ending September 30 as shown in enclosures #8 through #19.  
 

Public Comments on the Agenda:  Mr. Johnson invited Dr. Toneatto to the podium for 
comments of a general nature. Dr. Toneatto read a prepared statement in which he expressed 
frustration over the District’s lack of a written policy regarding holiday displays in its schools. Dr. 
Toneatto asked the Board to provide, or have Dr. Cotter provide, clear written guidelines 
regarding the types of displays that are and are not permissible. He stated that he had seen 
hundreds of menorahs and Jewish symbols displayed in his child’s school but not one nativity 
scene. Dr. Toneatto distributed a letter from the Thomas More Law Center regarding “Colonial 
School District’s Policies and Practices that Disfavor Christianity.” See Attachment A. 
 

Mr. Johnson directed the Community Relations and Student Life Committee to review and address 
Dr. Toneatto’s concern. 
 



Staff Report:  Dr. Cotter explained that on Thursday evening Plymouth Whitemarsh High School 
(PWHS) Principal Dr. Monica Sullivan will present a report on the results of the Middle States 
Accreditation for Growth Team’s visit to the high school in the spring.  
 

Old Business:  None.  
 

Correspondence:  Mr. Johnson noted that Conshohocken Elementary School (CE) Principal 
Denise Marks is requesting Board approval of a grant from ASTM to support the after school 
science club and a field trip to the Riverbend Environmental Center. See enclosure #20. 
 

Mr. Johnson stated that Dr. Sullivan is seeking Board approval of a donation of 30 calculators 
from District resident Michael Schwab. See enclosure #21. He said that the calculators are to be 
used by the PWHS Science Department. 
 

Mr. Johnson said that Mrs. Marks is requesting Board approval for the creation and installation of 
a mosaic tile mural in the main hallway of CE. See enclosure #22. 
 

Superintendent’s Report:  Dr. Cotter reviewed his report that included the Personnel Report and 
Substitute List and the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List. See enclosures #23 and #24. He said that the 
Personnel Report and Substitute List contained 15 actions, including three resignations, three 
leaves of absence, seven replacements, a transfer of assignment and an additional need. Dr. Cotter 
said that there were seven substitute teachers and 44 support staff substitutes listed. He noted that 
the Extra Duty/Extra Pay List included stipends for three positions and two revised appointments.  
 

New Business:  At Mr. Johnson’s request, Dr. Cotter reviewed six variations of a calendar outline 
for the 2010-2011 school year. See enclosure #25. He noted that the first three versions had the 
school year beginning after Labor Day, while the fourth version began the school year before the 
holiday. He added that versions five and six included partial spring breaks and an Easter Monday 
holiday. Dr. Cotter said that the various versions show the Board how the holidays will affect the 
development of the calendar. 
 

Mr. Johnson asked members to review Board Policy #219, Behavioral Support on a first-read 
basis. See enclosure #26. He noted that the policy is mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education and involves the restraint of students. Dr. Ryan asked for clarification as to what type of 
staff training is provided and by whom. Mrs. Berk stated that two-day training sessions are 
provided by the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit on an annual basis. Responding to another 
question from Dr. Ryan, Mrs. Berk stated that PDE analyzes data of restraint use and reports back 
to schools. She noted that the report is on a cumulative basis but that schools must account for 
individual students, including those students in approved private schools and alternative schools. 
 

Mr. Johnson said that the Board will act Thursday on an administration request to approve the 
renewal of the PA.Educator.net contract for the 2009-2010 school year. See enclosure #27. At Mr. 
Johnson’s request, Mr. Hartz explained that the service is a Web-based recruiting service that 
allows the District to receive electronic resumes and applications from potential teachers based in 
the western part of the state. He noted the service complements the PAREAP service which covers 
the eastern half of the state. Mr. Hartz stated that there is no price increase to use the service this 
year. 
 

Mr. Johnson noted that the Board is asked to approve a request for the PWHS head varsity 
baseball coach to attend a clinic in Cherry Hill, N.J. from January 14-16, 2010. See enclosure #28. 
He stated that the clinic is held in the evenings and on a Saturday.  
 
 
 



Mr. Zimmer reported that Board approval is sought for three student trips. The first is for 
approximately 25 PWHS yearbook and newspaper students to attend the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association Fall Conference held at Columbia University on November 9. See enclosure 
#29. The second request is for the PWHS Ski Club to travel to Killington, Vermont from January 
8-10, 2010 and to Stratton Mountain, Vermont from February 19-21, 2010. See enclosure #30. 
The third trip request is for a PWHS English class to view a production of Hamlet and visit the 
Smithsonian Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. on May 14, 2010. See enclosure #31. 
 

Solicitor’s Report:  None. 
 

Committee Reports:  Legislative: Dr. Ryan stated that he would not be in attendance at 
Thursday’s meeting as he plans to attend the Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA) 
Leadership Conference as a voting delegate on the legislative policy council. He added that two 
issues the council will address are Keystone Exams and future school board elections. Dr. Ryan 
noted that in July, a bi-partisan vote of senate approved legislative committee approved revisions 
to the Keystone Exams that are now in the regulatory process. Dr. Ryan stated that the PSBA does 
not support the senate revision. He also noted that the senate proposed to eliminate partisanship in 
future school board elections by eliminating primary elections. Dr. Ryan voiced his support of the 
non-partisan elections and encouraged the public to do the same. 
 

Public Comment: None. 
 

There being no further business before the Board, Mr. Johnson adjourned the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
David M. Sherman 
Board Secretary 
 










