
Reading Olympics – Middle School – 2017 
 
 
The 8th continent : build it, run it, rule it -- London, Matt.  (RL 5.5, 219p) 
Evie and Rick Lane want to build an eighth continent with no rules or regulations. 
 
All alone in the universe -- Perkins, Lynne Rae.  (RL 5, 143p) 
Debbie is dismayed when her best friend Maureen starts spending time with ordinary, 
boring Glenna. 
 
Because of Mr. Terupt -- Buyea, Rob.  (RL 4.1, 269p) 
Seven fifth-graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how their lives are 
changed for the better by "rookie teacher" Mr. Terupt. 
 
The boy who harnessed the wind -- Kamkwamba, William.  (RL 6.2, 293p) 
Tells the story of fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba, whose family lives in poverty 
and hunger in Malawi, a nation in southern Africa, and how he persevered to build a 
windmill out of scrap materials in order to help his family. 
 
Cracker! : the best dog in Vietnam -- Kadohata, Cynthia.  (RL 4.9, 312p) 
A young soldier in Vietnam bonds with his bomb-sniffing dog. 
 
Dead end in Norvelt -- Gantos, Jack.  (RL 5.7, 341p) 
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the 
summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly 
neighbor with a most unusual chore involving the newly dead, molten wax, twisted 
promises, Girl Scout cookies, underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and 
countless bloody noses. 
 
Death mountain -- Shahan, Sherry.  (YA, 202p) 
While traveling to visit the mother she has not heard from in almost a year, Erin and 
another teenage girl become lost in the rugged Sierra Nevada mountains and must 
struggle for six days to survive. 
 
Down the rabbit hole : an Echo Falls mystery -- Abrahams, Peter.  (RL 6, 407p) 
Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve 
a murder case in her home town of Echo Falls. 
 
Drums, girls, & dangerous pie -- Sonnenblick, Jordan.  (RL 5.3, 273p) 
When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven tries to 
deal with his complicated emotions, his school life, and his desire to support his family. 
 
Elvis and the underdogs -- Lee, Jenny.  (RL 4.7, 300p) 
All his life Benji, now ten, has been sickly and he has long been targeted by the school 
bully, but after a seizure Benji gets a therapy dog that is not only big enough to protect 
him, it can also talk. 



Ender's game -- Card, Orson Scott.  (YA, 380p) 
Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth needs to fight a 
desperate battle against a deadly alien race that will determine the future of the human 
race. 
 
First flight around the world : the adventures of the American fliers who won the race -- 
Grove, Tim.  (RL 7.7, 88p) 
Documents the efforts of four American planes to be the first to circumnavigate the 
globe by flight in 1924. 
 
Forge -- Anderson, Laurie Halse.  (RL 5.4, 297p) 
Curzon, having matured from boy to man over the course of the winter with the army at 
Valley Forge, worries that someone will learn he is a runaway slave passing for free, 
and tries to figure out the meaning of his friendship with Isabel. 
 
The graveyard book -- Gaiman, Neil.  (RL 5.1, 312p) 
The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard as a 
child of eighteen months and raised lovingly and carefully to the age of eighteen years 
by the community of ghosts and otherworldly creatures. 
 
Guts : the true stories behind Hatchet and the Brian books -- Paulsen, Gary.   
(RL 6.5, 148p) 
The author relates incidents in his life and how they inspired parts of his books about 
the character, Brian Robeson. 
 
Half a chance -- Lord, Cynthia.  (RL 4.5, 218p) 
Lucy, with her mother and her photographer father, has just moved to a small rural 
community in New Hampshire, and with her new friend Nate she plans to spend the 
summer taking photos for a contest, but pictures sometimes reveal more than people 
are willing to see. 
 
Heat -- Lupica, Mike.  (RL 5.6, 220p) 
Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after being banned 
from playing Little League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years 
old and he has no parents to offer them proof. 
 
Hoot -- Hiaasen, Carl.  (RL 5.2, 292p) 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's 
attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 
 
House of the red fish -- Salisbury, Graham.  (RL 3.7, 291p) 
Over a year after Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor and the arrest of Tomi's father and 
grandfather, Tomi and his friends, battling anti-Japanese-American sentiment in Hawaii, 
try to find a way to salvage his father's sunken fishing boat. 
 
 



Inkheart -- Funke, Cornelia Caroline.  (RL 5.9, 534p) 
Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father Mo, a bookbinder, can "read" fictional 
characters to life when an evil ruler named Capricorn, freed from the novel "Inkheart" 
years earlier, tries to force Mo to release an immortal monster from the story. 
 
Jeremy Fink and the meaning of life -- Mass, Wendy.  (RL 5, 289p) 
Just before his thirteenth birthday, Jeremy Fink receives a keyless locked box--set aside 
by his father before his death five years earlier--that purportedly contains the meaning 
of life. 
 
A long walk to water -- Park, Linda Sue.  (RL 5, 121p) 
When the Sudanese civil war reaches his village in 1985, eleven-year-old Salva 
becomes separated from his family and must walk with other Dinka tribe members 
through southern Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya in search of safe haven.  
 
Magnus Chase And The Gods Of Asgard:  The sword of summer -- Riordan, Rick.   
(RL 4.9, 497p) 
Magnus Chase has always been a troubled kid. Since his mother's mysterious death, 
he's lived alone on the streets of Boston, surviving by his wits, keeping one step ahead 
of the police and the truant officers. One day, he's tracked down by an uncle he barely 
knows-a man his mother claimed was dangerous. Uncle Randolph tells him an 
impossible secret: Magnus is the son of a Norse god. The Viking myths are true. The 
gods of Asgard are preparing for war. Trolls, giants and worse monsters are stirring for 
doomsday. To prevent Ragnarok, Magnus must search the Nine Worlds for a weapon 
that has been lost for thousands of years. When an attack by fire giants forces him to 
choose between his own safety and the lives of hundreds of innocents, Magnus makes 
a fatal decision. Sometimes, the only way to start a new life is to die ... 
 
Masterminds -- Korman, Gordon.  (RL 5.2, 323p) 
A group of kids discovers they were cloned from the DNA of some of the greatest 
criminal masterminds in history for a sociological experiment. 
 
Mick Harte was here -- Park, Barbara.  (RL 5.5, 89p) 
Thirteen-year-old Phoebe recalls the death of her younger brother Mick in a bicycle 
accident, which might not have been fatal had he been wearing his helmet, and how 
she and her family reacted to the tragedy.  
 
The mysterious Benedict Society -- Stewart, Trenton Lee.  (RL 5.6, 485p) 
After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret 
mission that requires them to go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very 
Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. 
 
 
 
 
 



A night divided -- Nielsen, Jennifer A.  (RL 4.7, 317p) 
When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother, and her brother Fritz were trapped on 
the eastern side where they were living, while her father, and her other brother Dominic 
were in the West--four years later, now twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing 
platform on the western side and realizes he wants her to risk her life trying to tunnel to 
freedom. 
 
Numbering all the bones -- Rinaldi, Ann.  (RL 4.5, 170p) 
Thirteen-year-old Eulinda, a house slave on a Georgia plantation in 1864, turns to Clara 
Barton, the eventual founder of the American Red Cross, for help in finding her brother 
Neddy who ran away to join the Northern war effort and is rumored to be at 
Andersonville Prison. 
 
Out of my mind -- Draper, Sharon M.  (RL 4.3, 295p) 
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with 
cerebral palsy discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first 
time. 
 
Planet Middle School -- Grimes, Nikki.  (RL 3.8, 154p) 
A series of poems describes all the baffling changes at home and at school in twelve-
year-old Joylin's transition from tomboy basketball player to not-quite-girly girl. 
 
Point blank -- Horowitz, Anthony.  (RL 4.8, 215p) 
Fourteen-year-old Alex continues his work as a spy for the British MI6, investigating an 
exclusive school for boys in the French Alps. 
 
Powerless -- Cody, Matthew.  (RL 5.3, 279p) 
Soon after moving to Noble's Green, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Daniel learns that 
his new friends have super powers that they will lose when they turn thirteen, unless he 
can use his brain power to protect them. 
 
Shield of stars -- Bell, Hilari.  (RL 5.6, 267p) 
When the Justice he works for is condemned for treason, fourteen-year-old and semi-
reformed pickpocket Weasel sets out to find a notorious bandit who may be able to help 
save his master's life. 
 
Small persons with wings -- Booraem, Ellen.  (RL 4.2, 302p) 
Mellie Turpin learns her family's legacy when her grandfather wills her his run-down inn 
and bar and embarks on a magical quest when fairies demand that Mellie finds and 
returns a magical ring that is missing. 
 
Smile -- Telgemeier, Raina.  (RL 3, 213p) 
The author relates, in graphic form, her experiences after she injured her two front teeth 
and had to have surgeries and wear embarrassing braces and headgear, all while also 
dealing with the trials and tribulations of middle school. 
 



 
Stargirl -- Spinelli, Jerry.  (RL 6.1, 200p) 
In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of 
first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. 
 
Stepping on the cracks -- Hahn, Mary Downing.  (RL 5.1, 216p) 
In 1944, while her brother is overseas fighting in World War II, eleven-year-old Margaret 
gets a new view of the school bully Gordy when she finds him hiding his own brother, an 
army deserter, and decides to help him. 
 
Ten days a madwoman : the daring life and turbulent times of the original "girl" reporter, 
Nellie Bly -- Noyes, Deborah.  (RL 6.4, 136p) 
A biography of Nellie Bly, the pioneering journalist whose showy but substantive stunts 
skyrocketed her to fame. 
 
Tesla's attic -- Shusterman, Neal.  (RL 6, 246p) 
With a plot combining science and the supernatural, four kids are caught up in a 
dangerous plan concocted by the eccentric inventor Nikola Tesla. 
 
Things not seen -- Clements, Andrew.  (RL 5, 251p) 
When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he and his parents 
and his new blind friend Alicia try to find out what caused his condition and how to 
reverse it. 
 
Three black swans -- Cooney, Caroline B.  (YA, 276p) 
When sixteen-year-old Missy Vianello decides to try to convince her classmates that her 
cousin Claire is really her long-lost identical twin, she has no idea that the results of her 
prank will be so life-changing. 
 
Truce : the day the soldiers stopped fighting -- Murphy, Jim.  (RL 8.2, 115p) 
Tells the story of the December 25, 1914 truce between German and British soldiers as 
they laid down their weapons and met in No Man's Land to celebrate Christmas. 
 
Truesight -- Stahler, David.  (YA, 245p) 
In a distant frontier world, thirteen-year-old Jacob is uncertain of his future in a 
community that considers blindness a virtue and "Seers" as aberrations. 
 
The war that saved my life -- Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.  (RL 3.9, 316p) 
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English 
countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from 
their abusive mother. 
 
Yard war -- Kitchings, Taylor.  (RL 5.4, 216p) 
Twelve-year-old Trip Westbrook lives in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1964 and discovers the 
underlying racism in his family and neighborhood when he invites his maid's son Dee to 
play football in the yard. 


