
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colonial  

Elementary School 

Language Arts 

Third Marking 

Period 

Talk About Summer Reading 
 
Your child’s summer reading list and the Reading Olympics list are sent 
home with the third marking period report card.  
 

You can also access the lists on the Colonial School District’s website: 
www.colonialsd.org  
 
When your child is reading over the summer, use these 
questions/discussion starters to engage in conversation about the text. 
 

o This reminds me of… 
 

o When I read this I thought… 
 

o I noticed that… 
 

o I felt… 
 

o This character makes me think… 
 

o I think the author wants the reader to know… 
 

o I think the author uses the words “___” so the reader… 
 

 

o I thought it was interesting when… 
 

o I really liked when… 
 

o This is how I used my background knowledge to help me 
understand… 

 

o What questions did I have as I read? 
 

o What connections to other texts do I have? 
 

o What was the most interesting thing I learned?  
 

o Did the book end the way I thought it would?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.colonialsd.org/


 

Third Marking Period 
 

Reading: Comparison of Text and Literature Circles   
 

Uses word recognition and decoding skills:   Students use word 
analysis and context clues to decode and understand words. This 
includes high frequency sight words, spelling patterns, letter/sound 
correspondence and word structures (root words, prefixes, suffixes 
and syllables) to decode unknown words including multisyllabic words.  

 

Reads with fluency:  Students read text with appropriate rate, 
expression, and attention to punctuation. Students recognize and 
monitor their own mistakes and make self-corrections. They also 
adjust the rate of their reading speed to support making meaning 
while they read.   
 

Understands vocabulary in context:  Students understand the 
meaning of words using context clues. This includes interpreting 
multiple meaning words, analyzing root words and affixes (prefixes 
and suffixes) and identifying antonyms and synonyms while reading.   

 

Demonstrates comprehension skills in oral and written form:  
Students demonstrate comprehension of text by utilizing self 
monitoring strategies: asking questions, retelling, and 
confirming/revising predictions while reading. Teachers monitor the 
use of comprehension strategies through independent reading 
journals, conferences, students’ participation in literature circles and 
observing students’ ability to self-select independent reading books. 
 

Students demonstrate their understanding of literary and nonfiction 
text through discussions and written responses.  Demonstrating the 
ability to: 

 understand purpose and types of text 
 summarize and identify main idea of text 
 infer and draw conclusions while reading   
 analyze text structure  
 indentify the point of view of text and recognize exaggeration or 

bias presented in text.  
 compare and contrast similar themes and patterns of events in two 

or more text 
 

 
Third Marking Period 

 

Writing: Opinion  
 

Demonstrates use of the writing process, drafts, revises and edits: 
Students connect lessons to their daily writing in their writer’s 
notebook; then develop a piece through the different stages of the 
writing process.  
 
Demonstrates use of the traits of writing: When writing an opinion 
essay, students incorporate the traits of writing:  
 

 Focus: Students develop a point/opinion presenting a convincing 
position through a clear and thoughtful argument with an 
awareness of their audience and task. 

 

 Content: Within their essay, students use substantial, relevant 
and descriptive details that include a clear position that is 
consistently supported with specific and relevant evidence.  
 

 Organization: Students develop their essay using effective 
organizational strategies and structures, such as logical order 
and transitions, which develops a specific point to their essay.   

 

 Style: Students develop an essay that demonstrates precise 
control of language. Students use creative stylistic techniques, 
use interesting word choice and a variety of sentence structures 
that creates a consistent and effective point of view and tone.   

 
 

Applies conventions of writing:  Students use appropriate 
conventions, capitalization, grammar, spelling and punctuation, in 
their daily writing.  
 


